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PEEFACE. 



SOME of the views given in the following 
treatise were contained in the ^ Association 
^ Sermon/ preached to the ministers and other 
members of the Dorset County Association at 
Bridport, on May 3rd, 1859. They were re- 
peated, with additions, in a sermon delivered 
to the Lincolnshire Congregational Union, at 
Spalding, on the 28th of April, 1864. And the 
preacher, having recently been asked publicly 
and privately to print his discourse, and the 
prescribed ninth year having now arrived, 

r 

* Nonumque prematur in annum,' (Hor.) 

he has yielded to the kind request and the too 
favourable judgment of his friends, and has 
presented his ideas in this little volume, in a 
more permanent fonn, and supported and illus- 
trated by extracts from some of the principal 
authors who have written upon the subject. To 
the thoughtful reader it will be a collateral 
advantage to be thus reminded of the chief 
writers, not many in number, who have treated 
this great theme. 
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Of those quoted, the most valuable contributor 
to the branch of the subject we are writing of 
is Archdeacon Hare, in his work, ^ The Mission 
'of the Comforter/ In the voluminous notes 
given in the second edition of that work, pub- 
lished in 1850 (the first edition appeared in 
1846), a great amount of testimony is gathered 
together from various sources ; and especially he 
has given the exegesis by different writers of 
some of the principal Scripture passages on the 
subject. Bishop Heber^s Bampton Lecture for 
1815, on 'The Personality and OflSce of the 
'Christian Comforter,^ is chiefly controversial; 
it was produced in haste, and cannot be regarded 
as an important contribution. Dr. Owen^s work, 
' UvevfiaToT^ca : or, a Discourse concerning the 
' Holy Spirit : ' 1674, is like all his other works 
vast and diffuse ; but it has little upon the de- 
partment of the question we have selected. The 
latter statement also applies to the treatises of 
the two eminent fathers who Wrote 'De Spiritu 
' Sancto ' in the fourth century, the Latin Am- 
brose and the Greek Basil the Great. They 
give almost the whole of their space to the 
proof of the place of the Holy Spirit in the 
Trinity as equal with the Father and the Son. 
We wish it to be distinctly understood, that 
we are not touching the great question of the 
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nature of the Holy Spirit in the Trinity, nor that 
of the precise nature of His operation in the 
mind of man, upon both of which so much has 
been written. We have been glad to quote the 
sermons of the holy, learned, and loving Rev. 
John Howe, M.A., delivered in 1678, on 'The 
'Outpouring of the Holy Spirit,' in which he has 
sometimes crossed the line of our argument. 

Other English works upon the parts of the sub- 
ject we have not included are the following : — 
the complete, concise, and learned sermons of the 
Rev. John Hurrion; they were delivered in Pin- 
ner's Hall, London, in the years 1 729-31, and are 
entitled 'The Scripture Doctrine of the Divinity, 
' etc., of the Holy Spirit.' Dr. John Guyse, the 
expositor, has brought together in a compendious 
form what the Scripture teaches of the various 
beneficial results of the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, in his work ' The Holy Spirit, a Divine 
'Person; the doctrine of His Godhead, as evident 
'and important : in several practical sermons on 
' 1 Cor. xii. 1 ] ,' — ^published about 1 730. Amongst 
recent works upon the subject are Dr. Daniel 
Dewar's ' The Holy Spirit, His personality, 
'etc.,' 1847; 'On the Work of the Spirit :' the 
Congregational Lecture for 1849, by W. H. 
Stowell, D.D. j and a small work on 'The 
'Witness of the Spirit,' 1867, by the Rev. 
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Charles Prest, in which the opinions of a large 
number of writers are given upon the particular 
point to which the work is devoted. 

Dr. Credner, in an article on Biblical Theology 
in the first edition of Kitto's ^Cyclopaedia of 
^ Biblical Literature/ 1847, says, 'Aworkcom- 
' prehending the results of the historical investiga- 
^ tion of the Bible is still a desideratum.' Dr. 
Kitto adds in a note, ^ In the English language 
^ there are scarcely any works on Biblical Theology 
^as defined in this article, except one or two 
^ which have been translated in America from the 
^ German.' It is to be regretted that there are 
not more works devoted to the study and 
development of what might be called the sublime 
procession of the Divine purpose in the history 
of the dispensations. We wish to caU attention 
to the omission, and to oflFer this little work as 
an humble contribution to the treatment of the 
whole subject. Our object is not to advance 
anything new or doubtful, but to bring out from 
the Scriptures the special character of one dis- 
pensation, — our own, that under which we live 
and for which we are responsible — the dispen- 
sation of the Holy Spirit. When so much has 
been ably written on the Person and work of 
Christ, and we have read ^Ecce Homo' and 
'Ecce Deus,' and the Rev. Parry Liddon's 
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Bampton Lecture on the Person and Character of 
our Lord, we may profitably turn to this next but 
not less important subject. The writer commends 
to the reader this theme as, altogether apart from 
his success or otherwise in treating it, a practi- 
cal and pressing one, and most worthy of the 
thoughtful and devout attention of aU. 
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CHAPTER I. 
OUB BISFJEJJSrSATIOJSr. WSAT IT IS. 



Wer Gott suchty sucht er etwas mit tfcm, er findet ihn nicht; 
wer dber Gott allein in der Wahrheit STicht der findet ikn^ und 
alleSf was Gott leUten mag, mit ihm* ^ 

TAULEB. 

1. TN ancient days the cliildren of Issachar were chap. i. 
^ commended, because they ^ had understand- i Ohron. 
^ ing of the times, to know what Israel ought to 
'do;^ and in our own time no knowledge is more 
relevant and serviceable than that of the position 
God has assigned to us in the outworking of His 
world-embracing purposes. At the threshold 
of life and activity, the question of questions for 
each thoughtful man and each faithful Church is, 
' VPTiat is our dispensation V If this preliminary 
question be not thoughtfully asked and truthfiilly 
answered, we may be needlessly expending our 
spiritual strength to do the work of past dispen- 

^ * He who seeks God, if he seek anything with Him, will not 

* find Him ; but he who seeks God alone in the truth will find Hinii 

* and eyerything which Qod can give with Himself.' 

0^ 



2 The Errors of the Day. 

CHAP. I. sations, while we neglect tlie pressing claims of 
tlie present ; we may miss the special privileges 
of our own position, and fail to rise to the sub- 
lime height for which we have a peculiar re- 
sponsibility, because it is now for the first time 
in the history of our race accessible to man. 

2. And in our own day, when many serious 
errors and evils are not only rife but rampant, 
it is worthy of consideration whether a deep and 
wide-spread impression of the character of the 
dispensation to which we belong would not 
restrain^ and to some extent remove, the mental 
and moral defects we have deplored, but help- 
lessly — ^feeling that other means have failed to 
reach and remedy them. 

3. Assuming that this is the dispensation of 
the Holy Spirit (and we hope afterwards to 
prove this beyond all controversy), what could 
be more powerful to meet worldliness, the 
greatest evil of this and all times, than a 
thorough and general conviction that we have 
the possibilities and responsibilities of a spiritual 
dispensation ? Worldliness, claiming for its own 
all that lies outside the pale of the Church, and 
even invading her sacred borders, is the more 
difficult to contend with because it creeps in 
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insidiously ; being evil, it assumes the form of chap. i. 
good, like Satan transformed into an angel of 
light. It professes to be only a reasonable 
enjoyment of God^s gifts, or a praiseworthy 
attention to family interests ; when in fact it 
is selfishness, neglect of God's service, and re- 
bellion against Him. It puts self instead of 
God ; wealth, ease, or pleasure, in place of the 
noble satisfaction and real rewards of righteous- 
ness j and this fallen, fleeting world, instead of 
the holy, heavenly, eternal world. How mis- 
taken and unprofitable such a course would 
appear to the worldling, if he could be thoroughly 
convinced that this is a dispensation in which 
God is granting greater spiritual blessings than 
in any former period in the history of the world, 
and in which He actually dwells in men and 
prepares them for their heavenly state, by be- 
stowing on them gifts similar to those possessed 
for ever by the redeemed in glory ! Age after 
age, his Creator has been preparing the way for 
a great dispensation ; and now that it is reached, 
he is entirely out of harmony with it. Instead 
of welcoming the new era, and rising to the 
enjoyment of its Divine blessings, he is opposing 
God in respect to it, to his own incalculable loss. 
And these considerations will apply with still 
greater force to the miser, the drunkard, and the 

B 2 



4 Ritualism. 

CHAP. I. adulterer. Those who are indulging in the 
grosser forms of sensualism and vice may well 
be appalled to see how false their position is in 
a pre-eminently spiritual dispensation ! 

4. And what could more successfully remove 
the errors of the ritualist than the recognition 
that this is not a ceremonial but a spiritual dis- 
pensation ? He may point in justification of his 
. practices to the elaboration of the Mosaic ritual 
and the splendours of the ancient temple at 
Jerusalem, as described in the Old Testament ; 
and he may find here and there in the New 
Testament a text that seems to favour his views : 
but all the fabric of his argument falls to the 
ground when touched by this testing fact, thdt 
Rom. xiY. this is the Spirit's dispensation and that ^ the 
^kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 
^righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
' Ghost/ Convinced of this, he is bound to 
acknowledge that he has been uselessly reviving 
what God Himself had superseded and laid aside, 
and to recognise with gladness a new and better 
order of things, in which, in place of splendid 
rites and a temple Divinely sacred and fiill of 
symbolical meaning. Christians themselves are 
the temple of God — ^their hearts His altar, their 
lives His service. 
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5. The same important conviction, that this is chap. i. 
the Spirit's dispensation, would effectually meet 
the positivistf the rationalist, and the secularist. 
The secularist says : — ' Attend most of all to your 
^ own worldly affairs. Only material interests are 
' real ; the spiritual and heavenly are to be re- 
^ garded either as an empty dream of the imagina- 
^ tion, or the means by which designing men make 
' a prey of their fellow-men, and practise upon their 
^ fears to serve their own mercenary purposes/ 
The positivist says : — ^ Religion is born of 
'ignorance and fear. Mythologies might have 
' place in the credulous childhood of the race; they 
' have now ceased to be possible, worship is now 
' at an end. Teachings about a personal God are 
' untrue and unprofitable ; Divine Providence is 
' a delusion j the grand search is for science. 
' There is nothing beyond orbetterthanlaw,every- 
'where pervading and ruling the universe.' And 
the rationalist, as if standing alone in the midst 
of an enigmatical world and asking questions to 
which no reply is vouchsafed but their own dull 
echo, says : — ' I can build no house to dwell in, 
' much less a temple to worship in ; for I am still 
' seeking in vain for the foundations on which to 
' rest.' But suppose the rationalist should awaken 
to a consciousness of the advanced and spiritual 
character of the Spirit's dispensation, con- 
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CHAP. I. taming as it does the rich fruitage of all former 
Divine planting and the gathered and concen- 
trated light of all former dispensations j and he 
would be startled to see how great a loss he has 
been inflicting upon himself, and how false a 
position he has been taking. And suppose the 
positivist and the secularist brought to the same 
consciousness^ might they not be expected to 
cast away their unprofitable negations and to 
say, — ^Besides the testimony of the heavens 
' above which declare Grod^s glory, and the soul 
' within thirsting for Him and longing for im- 
^ mortality, we now perceive all around us the 
' evidences of a dispensation in which God has 

i6. ^been "manifest in the flesh,^^ and in which life 

2 Tim. i. ^ and immortality have been " brought to light 
^ through the gospel,^^ and in which, in addition 
^to the revelation of the Lawgiver made in His 
^ wise and holy laws, God is felt by special spi- 
^ ritual manifestations to be a Friend, a Father, 

Jer. xxiii. ' a Quickener, " a God at hand, and not a God 

^3- 'afaroff^^'? 

6. And along with the negative advantage of 
removing prevalent errors, great positive bless- 
ings would be received, if, in respect to the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit, we knew our day of 
visitation and exercised a faith equal to our 
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position in the history of the world. When chap. i. 
Luther and his companions wrestled with error 
in the days of the Reformation^ besides pulling 
down the strongholds of Satan^ they also built 
up the fair temple of God. And in the revival 
of religion in New England in the middle of last 
century, as well as in the great religious move- 
ment that took place in the parent country about 
the same time, similar happy eflFects were experi- 
enced. So also in the comparatively recent 
revivals in America and Ireland, even if we give 
a hesitating approval to some of the means em- 
ployed, and stand in doubt of the reality of some 
of the results, yet, to say the least, those remark- 
able events with their unusufil religious pheno- 
mena afford a suggestion of higher possibilities 
than we ordinarily reach. They were marked by 
a delightful outflow of spiritual Ufe — ^the blessing 
most of all to be desired — ^in the home, the 
Church, the ministry, and in society at large. 
Christian men and Christian Churches, whose 
religious life seemed just before ready to die, 
suddenly felt that it was blessed to live. The 
lustre of the golden candlestick returned when 
the lights that just before seemed dim and ready 
to go out were as in a moment immersed in the 
life-bringing medium, and burned with more than 
their first brightness. Ministers, before burdened 
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CHAP. I. with the anxiety of non-success, became gladly- 
burdened with an excess of pastoral work. 
Churches, scarcely surviving before, had their 
numbers continually increased, and became the 
centres of a delightful and far-reaching Christian 
activity. And the masses of the people, at other 
times too ready to regard religion as a supersti- 
tious contrivance for the advantage of the few, 
acknowledged its reaKty, and, if not at first 
attracted by its charms, yet were appalled and 
restrained from sin, felt ^ how awfiil goodness is,^ 
and were brought into a hopeful state of moral 
impression.* 

7. Impressed then with the momentous cha- 
racter and great practical value of the inquiry, 

1 * For the Church, when religion lives in it (as you know, that 
•is to be the first effect of the Spirit to this purpose), becomes 

* ** terrible as an army with banners," as the expression is (Cant. 

* vi. 10). Upon life, order will be sure to ensue, and with that goes 

* majesty, and with that terror. There is an awful majesty, you 

* know, sits in the face of a man while he lives ; but if he once 
' become a carcase, the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field, 
( and even the very worms of the earth, dare prey upon him. So 

* it is with the Church : when it is dead, when religion is become 

* a mere piece of empty, spiritless formality, this makes it look 
*but just like other parts of the world ; they will say of it, ** What 

* are they better than we ? " The religion of Christians, if you look 

* only to the external formalities of it, hath not so much of a 

* superiority or higher excellency, but that it will be a disregarded 

* thing with those who can easily distinguish between vital religion 
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and witlL a prayerful desire that the Holy Spirit chap. i. 
Himself will smile upon om*. investigations, so 
that our conclusions may be those of His word 
and in harmony with His work, we approach the 
important question, ^What is the dispensation 
^ under which we live ?' We assume that there 
are Divine dispensations; that men have not 
been always under the same economies, but that 
there have been pre-arranged and progressive 
developments of God^s plan of operation adapted 
to the history of the human race. And the 
answer to the question will extend not merely 
to the name of the dispensation, but also to its 
nature — ^ what it is ' as well as ^ what it is 
'called;' its special character, superior privi- 
leges, and final glories. 

8. What then is the dispensation under which 
we live ? Is it the patriarchal, or the Mosaic, or 
the system under which men lived in the time 
when Christ was on earth ? No ; it lies beyond 
all these. For the men of the times of Christ 



* and dead. Bat when the Spirit of the living God puts forth 

* itself in discernible effects, and such as carry an awful aspect 

* with them unto the common reason of men, religion then grows a 
' yenerable thing, and the very purpose of opposition and hostility 

* is checked and countermanded, and even quite laid aside.' — John 
Howe, M.A., in the eighth of his sermons On the Outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit^ preached in 1678. 
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CHAP. I. there was ^ One who was to come/ as there had 
been for those of earlier ages. The contempo- 
raries of Christ were looking for the coming of 
the Comforter. His coming is the promise of 
the Gospels, as the advent of Christ is the 
promise of the Old Testament.* We are living 



"^ * From the first entrance of sin there were two general heads 

* of the promises of God mito men, concerning the means of their 
' recovery and salvation. The one was that concerning the send- 
' ing of His Son to be incarnate, to take our nature upon Him, 
' and to suffer for us therein ; the other concerning the giving of 

* His Spirit to make the effects and fruits of the incarnation, obe- 

* dience, and suffering of His Son, effectual in us and towards us. 
' To these heads may all the promises of God be reduced. Now 

* because the former was to be the foundation of the latter, that 
' was first to be laid down and most insisted on until it was ac- 

* tually accomplished. Hence the great promise of the Old Testa- 
' ment, the principal object of the faith, hope, and expectation of 

* believers, was that concerning the coming of the Son of God in 

* the flesh, and the work which He was to perform. Yet was this 

* also accompanied with a great intermixture of promises concern- 

* ing the Holy Spirit, to render His coming and work effectual 

* unto us. But when once that first work was fully accomplished, 

* when the ** Son of God was come and had destroyed the works of 

* the devil," the principal remaining promise of the New Testa- 

* ment, the spring of all the rest, concemeth the sending of the 

* Holy Spirit unto the accomplishment of His part of that great 

* work which God had designed. Hence the Holy Ghost, the 

* doctrine concerning His person, His work, His grace, is the 
' most peculiar and principal subject of the Scriptures of the New 

* Testament, and a most eminent immediate object of the fedth of 
them that do believe.'* — John Owen, D.D., at page 8 of his large 

work, UyevfiaToK&yia ] or^ a Discourse concerning the Holy 
Spint, 1674. 
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under the dispensation of the Spirit — the last and chap. i. 
grandest, completing the trinity of revelation of 
the one unchangeable God. Our knowledge of 
the Creator and Ruler, and of the Son and Re- 
deemer, is now crowned by what we experience 
of the light-bringing, life-breathing presence of 
the Spirit, the Renewer. The ancient prophet 
spoke of ' Jehovah ' ; apostles said with exulta- 
tion 'We have found the Messias'j but it is John i. 41. 
ours to tell of the 'ministration of the Spirit' 2Cor.iii.8. 
which is 'rather glorious.' Taught by the 
Scriptures, we speak with wonder and thankful- 
ness of the mind and heart of God dwelling 
without intervenient agencies in the mind and 
heart of man, and of the consequent joy and 
liberty and life, and of all the beautiful and 
blessed fruits and graces that abound in those 
who 'live in the Spirit' and 'walk in the Spirit.' Gal. v. 25. 
'From the day of Pentecost,' says a recent 
writer,* ' the doctrine of the Spirit has been the 
' crown of all Christian doctrine, without which 
' even the preaching of the Cross would be but as 
' an historical record of a grand story of old.' 
To recognise this is, we believe, our privilege 
and grave responsibility. Thus we shall meet 

» Rev. Alfbed Babby, D.D., at page 6 of The Doctrine of 
the Spirit : Three Sermons preached before the University of 
Cambridge. 1867. 
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CHAP. I. the cavilling objections of others, and for our- 
selves see the enigmas of the history of Provi- 
dence solved, as the light streams from the 
height we have reached down into the depths 
of the past. Ours will be the advanced posts 
of the world. The murky atmosphere being 
left beneath, the air around will be life-fostering 
and luminous, and before us will be the splendid 
portals of that celestial city where the Son for 
ever sits enthroned and the Spirit ever shines. 

9. We have stated the result we have reached; 
we shall now give the proofs which have con- 
vinced our own mind, first, that this is the 
dispensation of the Spirit; and we trust that 
they will commend themselves to the judgment 
of the reader, and produce in him the same con- 
viction. An important collateral advantage in 
adducing this evidence is, that it is seen to be 
not only proof of the fact that this is the Spirit's 
dispensation, but also of its superior glory. 

10. In the first place then, apart from any 
positive evidence we possess, there is reason 
to expect such a dispensation in our time. It 
will be admitted that there is a three-foldness 
in the Divine nature, and that this was shadowed 
forth in the Scriptures from the beginning ; that 



Three-fold Divine Naimre. 18 

in the former times the Father and the Son chap. i. 
were revealed ; that the one God, the Creator 
and King, ruled amongst His people; that 
subsequently the Son came to reveal at once 
Himself and the Father, to sit on the throne of 
David, to establish a new kingdom, and to fill 
the whole moral heaven with the light of His 
presence. After this, it was to be expected, 
from all that was known before of the mar- 
vellous love of God to man, that the remaining 
aspect of the Divine Being, — or Person in the 
Divine nature, — ^would come to complete and 
crown the Divine revelation : so that the whole 
purpose of God might appear, and so that He 
who ^ spared not His own Son' might keep back ^^' ^• 
no secret of His love, no gift of His favour, no 
part of Himself, from His prodigal child, but 
— as when the mighty king of day at length 
crowns all the revelations of its earlier hours 
by setting in some joyful ocean, suflfiising it with 
mellow light, transforming it into a sea of glory, 
and blessing it with his welcome beams, — so at 
length the Spirit of the Infinite should touch 
and bless, dwell in and animate the grateful 
soul of man.* 

1 That great divine, Isaac Babbow, D.D., (1630-1677,) set the 
example of nsdng vivid imagery in speaMng of this sublime 
subject. In his Whit- Sunday sermon On the Gift of the Holy 
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CHAP. I. 11. And further, the general knowledge we have 
of God^s way of working in the world, as taught 
by the experience of former times, leads us to 
look for progress in His dispensations. Pro- 
gress is the order of Providence. The seed 
becomes a plant, the plant a tree ; the child a 
youth, the youth a man. Knowledge increases 
in variety and value, wealth accumulates, nations 
advance in civilization and greatness, time works 
for eternity, earth aspires after heaven. And as 
Galileo said of the natural world, so it is true 
of the spiritual world that, despite the pre- 
judice and superstition of a few, ^it moves.* 
The earth beneath our feet speaks to us of pro- 
gress. Its strata show an orderly advancement, 
step by step, in time and development. The 
primary is followed by the secondary and 
tertiary, the pleiocene by the pleistocene. And 
every object around us, in the natural world of 
to-day, obays the same law, both in its own 

Ohostf he speaks of the gracious work of the Holy Spirit in the 
soul as *the most delicious repast and richest cordial of our 

* soul, the nearest resemblance, the sweetest foretaste of paradise 
* ... by which we are united and incorporated into Christ 

* Himself, being made Hying members of His body, partaking a 
'common life and sense with Him, compacted into the same 
' spiritual edifice, dedicated to the worship and inhabitation of 

* God ; our bodies and souls made temples of His Divinity, thrones 

* of His majesty, orbs of His celestial b'ght, paradises of His 

* blissful presence.' 
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life-history, and in its relation to the surrounding chap. i. 
system of which it forms a part. There is ^ first Mark iv. 
^ the blade, then the ear, after that the ftdl com in 
^ the ear/ The mineral is for the vegetable, the 
vegetable for the animal, and all for man, to be 
used in the service of God. And the sentiment 
of progress has a firm footing in the mind of 
man. ^ Excelsior^ is written upon all things 
human. It is the watchword of all — ^the child, 
the student, the soldier, the man of business, 
the poet, the philosopher, the statesman. To 
it we owe the march of intelle«t, the marvels 
of discovery, and the growth of nations. 
' Still achieving, still pursuing,^ is the history 
of man. Small was our race in its two begin- 
nings, and every few years the whole generation 
is swept away by death : yet, in spite of these 
obstacles, we mark an amazing increase in its 
numbers, possessions, and powers. At first we 
see the single pair, Adam and Eve, alone in the 
garden, the solitary inhabitants of the wide 
earth; then, after a false progress and its 
consequent punishment, involving a widespread 
depopulation, there is a new beginning in weak- 
ness when Noah and his family step forth into 
the unpeopled world. And now behold the 
knowledge, wealth, power, and splendour of the 
million-peopled world of to-day, its continually 
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CHAP. I. extending discoveries, its achievements in tlie 
subjugation of the material world and in the 
art of combination, by which results impossible 
to the individual can be reached, and in its ap- 
prehension of the wisdom and wonders of the 
Divine operation in the. heavens above and the 
earth beneath and in all that was either too 
minutely small or too magnificently great to be 
perceived by the less efficieut appliances produced 
in the earlier stages of scientific development ! 

12. And as . this law of progress is seen in 
nature, in the history of our race, and is in full 
harmony with the instincts of man, so is it the 
rule of the history of the dispensations of Him 
who is the God of history and the Author alike of 
nature and of man. 

' A purpose through the ages runs ; ' 

God^s dispensations move forward in an orderly 
and sublime progress. We are the more ready 
to accept this conclusion because we have already 
seen a most marvellous step in advance in the 
Divine progress abeady accomplished in the 
coming of Christ. Age after age prophets had 
Matt. ri. 3. seen darklyin the future the 'One who waste come.' 
Their knowledge had increased as they ap- 
proached the Object of their search, and at length 
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in ' the fulness of the time God sent forth His Son/ chap, i. 
Dim shadows had been cast upon their pathway, ^^- ^^- 4- 
giving imperfect information of the substance 
that cast them ; but at length the very substance 
of the ^ good things to come ' was with them. 
They saw the types, the impressions of the image, 
as geologists may find engraven in the rock the 
footprints of some mighty antediluvian creature 
they can with difficulty picture j bujb at length the 
^ very image ' of the things appeared. Miracle Heb. x. i. 
had spoken of Him, as in the uplifting of the 
serpent in the wilderness ; sacrifice by its repeated 
oflTerings had spoken of His as the great sacrifice, 
to be oflTered 'once^ for all; persons and events Heb.ix.28. 
had pointed on to Him as the greatest of all 
Persons, and to His work as the great event by 
which alone the world could be saved ; and the 
Divine afflatus had seemed most luminous and 
most elevating to the propheta when they had 
felt inspired to speak of the coming Messiah. 
And the expectation awakened was not disap- 
pointed. The lines of evidence all ended in one 
point, and the light from so many sides was 

collected in one focus. ^ God was manifest in the ' Tim. iii. 

16. 

flesh ; ^ He came who was ^ the brightness of the Heb. i. 3. 
Father^s glory,' shining in the tabernacle of 
humanity, the light of heaven fixed for a while as 
the central sun in this lower world. We rejoiced 
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CHAP. I. in the advent of One who introduced a kingdom 
with such privileges, and producing such fruits. 

Matt. xi. that its humblest subject is greater than the most 
illustrious leader of former times. 



13. Having seen such a step taken, we may 
expect to see ' greater things than these ; ' more 
especially if we can discern that something is 
still wanting to completely meet man^s spiritual 
necessities. And is not this also evident ? The 
initial lessons have been learnt. Man has made 
the necessary experimental mistakes, and ex- 
hausted his attempts at self-reformation. The 
Divine redemption has been revealed; God as 
the Creator and moral Governor is known j Christ 
has shown the way of acceptance with God. It 
only remains that a Divine Agency is requisite, to 

Eph. ii. I. quicken man who is ^ dead iu trespasses and 
sins.^ This is necessary both for its own sake 
and in order that the moral machinery provided 
may not be left unapplied or inefficacious. 

14. Standing then in our argument at a point 
before the production of positive evidence, and 
seeing the universality of the law of progress, 
the evident advancement already accomplished in 
the progress of God's dispensations, man^s need of 
a spiritual Eenewer, and the probably incomplete 
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revelation of God Himself apart from such a dis- chap. i. 
pensation, we may reasonably expect to find that 
we have reached the last great era of our history 
and are living in the dispensation of the Spirit. 

15. We now advance to the positive evidence 
that this is the Spirit^s dispensation. And first, 
such a dispensation having been foretold, we 
have inspired testimony that this prophecy is 
now being fulfilled. It was foretold by the 
prophets, e.g, ' Behold, the days come, saith the Jer. xxxi. 
^ Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the 
' house of Israel, and with the house of Judah : 
^ not according to the covenant that I made with 
^ their fathers. , . . But this shall be the 
^covenant that I wiU make with the house of 
'Israel; after those days, saith the Lord, I will 
' put my law in their inward parts, and write it 
' in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they 
' shall be my people. And they shall teach no 
' more every man his neighbour, and every man 
' his brother, saying. Know the Lord : for they 
' shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
' greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I wiU for- 
'give their iniquity, and I will remember their 
' sin no more.^ These words are applied by Paul Heb. viii. 
to the Christian dispensation, and without doubt 
to its grand and final era, the dispensation of 

c 2 ^ 
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CHAP. I. the Spirit; for they have remained unfulfilled 
during the previous dispensations, and are now 
being fulfilled. But in particular we would 
adduce the prophecy of Joel. It was his privi- 
lege to foresee, and to distinctly foretell and 
vividly picture this time of new life and blessing. 

Joel ii. 28- He says, ' And it shall come to pass afterward, 
^ that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and 
' your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
'your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
' men shall see visions ; and also upon the ser- 
' vants and upon the handmaids in those days 
'will I pour out my Spirit. And I will show 
'wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, 
' and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be 
' turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
' before the great and the terrible day of the Lord 
' come. And it shall come to pass, that whoso- 
' ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
'delivered.^ This prophecy is by the inspired 
voice of Peter shown to have been fulfilled in 
the remarkable occurrences on the day of Pente- 
cost, as recorded in Acts ii. The ' sound from 
' heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,^ the ' cloven 
'tongues as of fire,^ the power to speak in various 
languages without previous stady, the all-pre- 
vailing preaching of the apostles, their tongues 
of flame uttering words of fervid eloquence that 
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made cold hearts bum witli Christiaii love, so chap. i. 
that those before indiflferent were ' pricked in Acts ii. 37, 
Hheir heart, and said, . . . Men and brethren,^'* 
' what shall we do ? ^ and thousands were added 
to the Lord, — ^these wonderful results were not 
merely a fulfilment, but the fulfilment of JoePs 
prophecy. For Peter said, ^ This is that which Acts ii. 16. 
'was spoken by the prophet Joel,' and then 
quoted his prophecy as we have given it. And 
further on in his discourse, ' being by the right Ver. 33. 
' hand of God exalted, and having received of the 
' Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath 
'shed forth this which ye now see and hear.' 
When Andrew found Jesus, he ' first findeth his John i. 41. 
' own brother Simon, and saith. We have found 
'the Messias, the Christ.' Now Peter, in his turn, 
declared with holy earnestness and exultation, 
' We have found the Holy Spirit, whose crown- 
' ing dispensation the ancient prophets foretold.' 

16. We advance next to the testimony of 
Christ. His forerunner, John the Baptist, taught 
that His work looked beyond Himself, and made 
the distinguishing element of His mission that 
He should baptize them ' with the Holy Ghost Matt.]iii. 
and with fire.' Christ Himself distinctly fore- 
told this dispensation. He taught that it was 
not in His time enjoyed ; that it followed in sue- 
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CHAP. I. cession to His dispensation ; tliat His work, so 
far as it was local and temporary, should give 
place to its coming ; and tliat it would be a dis- 
pensation possessing surpassing grandeur, and 
bestowing unparalleled blessings. From a re- 
markable and most suggestive verse in the 
Gospel of John, we leam that Christ's words 
were not completely understood or fulfilled till 
the commencement of the new era. For after 
recording His promise of great blessings to those 
who believed on Him, it is added in a paren- 

John Tii. thesis, ' But this spake He of the Spirit, which 
^ they that believe on Him should receive : for the 
'Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that 
' Jesus was not yet glorified.' To His disciples it 
appeared to be the worst of calamities, to lose 
their Lord and Master. He was their source of 
authority, their centre of union, their perfect 
exemplar, and their Divine leader. Weak in 
themselves, they were strong in Him: left to 
themselves, they feared they should be scattered 
in confusion, and standing alone should be over- 
whelmed with sorrow, and sink through their 

JohnxTi. individual weakness. But Christ said, 'Never- 

^' ^ theless I tell you the truth (what I am saying is 

' both true and good for you^) : it is expedient 

^ * Tametsi yeritatem hnjus rei non capitis. Omnis yeritaa 
* eanotis bona est.' — Bengel, 
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' for you that I go away : for if I go not away, chap. i. 
' the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I 
'depart, I will send Him unto you/* As He 

Lnther in his exposition of John xiy., xy., and xvi., thus 
expoonds these words : — ♦ If I remain with you (our Lord says), 

* you will have nothing in me but a bodily, natural comfort, and 

* will be unable to attain to the high spiritual authority and eyer- 

* lasting life ordained for you. Therefore my departure, which 

* troubles you now so greatly, should be your chief joy. . . . 

* This is the meaning of these words : Unless I go away, that is, 

* Unless I die, nothing will be done ; you will continue as you are, 

* and eyerything will continue in its old state, as it waff before 
' and is now — the Jews under the law of Moses, the heathens in 

* their blindness, all under sin and death, and no man can be 

* redeemed for them or sayed. No Scripture would then be ful< 

* filled ; and all would be yain that the holy fathers before you, 

* and you, haye belieyed and hoped. But if I go and die, and do 

* that which 6h)d in His counsels has decreed to accomplish by 

* me, the Holy Ghost will come to you, and work in you, and giye 

* you su«h courage, that you shall be my ambassadors, and shall 

* sit with me on my throne, shall conyert the whole world, shall 

* set aside the law of the Jews, and destroy the idolatry of the 

< heathens, and shall reproye and change the whole world ; and 
( your doctrine shall stand f&st for eyer, and shall spread on eyery 

* side, although the deyU and the world shall be offended thereby. 
' This is the blessing and the glory which my departure brings 

* you. Therefore you must not trouble yourselyes about my going 

* away from you, but should think whither I go, and what I am 

* to accomplish, i^ Think not about my going away, but about this, 

* that I am going to the Father. Thus, instead of the pain and 

* grief which you now feel at my going away, you will find here 

* comfort, joy, and life, because I am going where I shall receiye 

* power fxom the Father and be Lord oyer all things, and shall 

* send you the Holy Ghost, who will glorify me in the world ; and 

* thus through you I shall establish and spread my kingdom, 

< which shall neyer come to an end, and shall work such miracles 
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cE^, I. Himself was bom of the Spirit, as He cast out 
devils by the Spirit of God, so the end of His 

Gal.iii. 14. work was ^ that we might receive the promise of 
^ the Spirit through faith/ Their loss was to lead 
them to a greater gain. They ought to have 

Johnxiy. rejoiced because He was going to the Father. 
This would have been a proof of their love to 
Him, their belief in His promises, and their re- 
cognition of their own position in the history of 
God^s dispensations. He was going that they 
might know Him completely, seeing Him in 
glory as they had seen Him in humiliation, and 
that He might reap for them the full reward of 
His great redemptive work. They ought to have 
rejoiced that their Friend and Saviour was about 
to sit down upon His throne in peace and 
victory and to wear His mediatorial crown, and 
in the greater blessings He would dispense with 
His royal hand to them and the world. They 

2 Cor. V. 16. had ^ known Him after the flesh,^ but they were 
henceforth, as St. Paul says, to know Him thus 
no longer. They parted with a suflfering Friend, 
to receive Him back a Divine Lord ; they lost 
His living voice from amongst them, that they 
might hear in every place the witness of His 

' that ihh devil and the world shall be oonfonnded and be subject 
' to yon ; and you shall help many, and make many blessed. All 
< which would remain ondonei if I did not go away and die.* 
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Spirit speaking in their hearts ; they missed chap. i. 
Him from His usual places of dwelling and 
resort, to find Him with them everywhere, in 
solitude or in society, in the ^ still hour ^ of self- 
examination and wrestling prayer, or when they 
went forth to the work and warfare of the world ; 
they no longer looked upon His benignant coun- 
tenance, but His brightness beamed forth in the 
altered lives of their companions and followers, 
and in their own as they were changed into His 
image from glory to glory. * 

1 7. In respect to the departure of Christ it was 

1 * If JesoB had not gone away from, them, we see not how the 
' Gentiles woald have been called into the Church. So long as 

* He remained npon earth, the earnest desire of His disciples most 
'needs have been to abide continually within hearing of Hi? 

* blessed words. At the utmost they would have gone forth from 

* Him for a brief while, to return anon into His presence ; and 
' thus their preaching would have been confined, as it was during 

* His life, to Judasa. Not till He was taken away from them, did 

* they learn to feel that He was with them, not merely in Judaea 

* but in every part of the world. So long as He was living upon 

* earth. He might give light to the country round, like a beacon 

* upon a hill ; but it was only from His sunlike throne in the hea^ 

* vens, that He could pour light over every quarter of the globe. 

* It was only from thence that His voice could go forth throughout 

* all the earth, and His words to the end of the world. It was 

* only when He was lifted up, that He could draw all men to His 

* feet. Then alone could the foundations of His Church be laid 

* so deep and wide that all nations could be gathered into it.' — 
Abchdeacon Habe's The Mission of the Comforter, 2nd 
edition, 1850, page 21. 
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CHAP. I. with the apostles as with man in each important 
step in his history and development : there is a 
strange unwillingness to take the step ; and yet 
that it should be taken is essential to his pro- 
gress } and when it is taken important results 
follow. To wean the infant from its mother 
seems a cruel process ; and the young child pro- 
tests with piercing cries, and turns angrily from 
its new food: yet this first step is not less 
necessary than those that follow.* How heart- 



BiSHOP Lancelot Andbbweb, (1565-1626,) in his fonrth ser- 
mon On the sending of the Holy Qhost^ says on these words, *• And 
' what case may that be ? Even that case that maketh the mother 

* many times withdraw herself from her young child, whom yet 

* she loveth fall tenderly, when the child groweth foolishly fond of 

* her ; which grew to be their case just : Christ's flesh, and His 
« fleshly presence, that, and none but that. So strangely fond 
*' they grew of that, as they could not endure He should go out of 
' their sight ; nothing but His carnal presence would quiet them. 

* We know who said, "If Thou hadst been here, Lord," as if 
' absent He had not been able to do it by His Spirit as present 

* by His body. And a tabernacle they would needs build Him, to 

* keep Him on earth still. And ever and anon they were still 

* dreaming of an earthly kingdom, and of the chief seats there, as 

* if their consummationjshould have been in the flesh. These fan- 

* cies, indeed errors, they fell into about the flesh ; they had need 
' have it taken from them. The Spirit was gone quite ; they had 

* more need to have Him sent. This was at no hand to be 

* cherished in them. They were not to be held as children, but 
' to grow to man's estate, to perfect age and strength, and so con- 
' sequently to be weaned from the corporal presence of His flesh, 
*'■ nor to hang all by sense, to which it is too true they were too 

* much addicted.* And Augustin (in Joannis Eyangel. Tracts 
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breaking to the wana-hearted youth to leave chap. i. 
the charmed circle of his home, to be under 
tutors and governors, and to be exposed to the 
free criticism of Ms first pubKc— the school! 
Yet how useful this discipline sometimes proves 
in removing prejudices, rubbing off the angulari- 
ties of individual character, and in preparing the 
youthful novice for the larger public he has to 
associate with, by developing him in self-strength 
and self-control ! And who does not shrink from 
the necessary and usually advantageous departure 
from the parental roof, once for all, that we may 
pursue our own occupations and build up our 
own homes ? So the Christian in the end, while 
desiring ' to depart,' and being sure that to do Phil. i. 23. 
so is 'far better,' yet feels that many ties of 
habit, association, and affection bind him to the 
present life, and, with a celestial crown and 
eternal life before him, yet stands hesitating till 
a friendly violence is laid upon him and angel- 



zoiT.) writes : ' Si alimenta tenera qnibas yob aloi non snbtrax- 
' ero, solidam cibom non esorietis ; ed cami camaliter hsBseritis, 
* oapaoes spiritns non eritis.* ' If I do not take away the soft food 
' by which you are being nourished, you will not eat the solid meat ; 
' and if you carnally keep to the flesh, you will not be capable of 
' what is spiritual.' And he repeats the same yiew in other words 
in his Sermon cclzz. The same idea is careftilly elaborated in 
pages 7 to 17 of Abohdeagon Habe's work, The Mission of the 
Con^orter, 2nd edition, 1850. 



28 A Permanent and Superior Dispensation* 

CHAP. 1. wings bear him joyfdlly away to his true and all- 
satisfying home in heaven. 

18. Christ not only declared that it was good 
for the disciples that the new dispensation should 
be entered upon, but also that it would diflfer 
from the preceding temporary economies in 
being permanent and perpetual, and would be 
marked by the profound impression it produced 
on the world. He recognised that He had been 
to some extent a Comforter to them, but His 
work on earth was necessarily local and limited. 
His journeying did not extend beyond a narrow 
strip of country; His associations were chiefly 
with a small, conquered, and decaying people; 
He left no writings, no wealth, no temple, no 
army, city, or empire. He had not where to lay 

Isa. liii. 3. His head. ' Despised and rejected of men, a 
'man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, ^ 
when He was but in His early manhood. His 

Acts ii. 23. followers forsook Him, and He was ' taken, and 
' by wicked hands crucified and slain.^ But He 
said, and this was the crowning promise of His 

Johnxiy. life: — 'I will pray the Father, and He shall 
'give you another Comforter,* that He may 

^ * Wonderfully beneficial surely must that Presence be, which 
* could not only compensate, but render advantageous, the loss of 
' that most benign and sweet conversation, that tender and watch- 
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'abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of chap. i. 
' truth/ He knew that His voluntary humilia- 
tion was not a barrier to His future glory, but 
the way to it. In His darkest hours He pressed 
on, cheered by ' the joy that was set before Him/ Heb. xii. 2. 
He anticipated, with confident and joyful expect- 
ation, the time when, like a conquering emperor 
distributing his splendid largesses amongst his 
victorious armies. He should ascend up on high, 
and having ' led captivity itself captive, should Eph. iv. 8. 

* fdl inspection, that wholesome and powerfal advice, that clear 
' and lively pattern of all goodness, shining forth in onr Saviour's 
*life npon His disciples. Could there be a more indulgent 

* Master, a more discreet Guide, a more delightful Companion, 

* a more faithftd Friend, a mightier Protector, a surer Assist- 

* ant, a sweeter Comforter than He ? Yes, it seemeth that our 
' Saviour did apprehend that upon some accounts those benefits 

* with greater advantage might accrue to them by the gift of His 

* Spirit, than by His own immediate presence ; that it, by inter- 

* nal operation, could more clearly inform the mind, more strongly 

* incline the will, more vigorously affect the heart, than any 

* exterior word or example could do : neither could our Saviour, 
' according to the condition of His humanity, limited to particu- 

* larities of time and place, so perfectly correspond to the various 
'exigencies of mankind, as that omnipotent Spirit, intimately 
' present to, uniformly diffused through, all things ; Him there^ 

* fore did our Saviour leave the Guardian of His otherwise orphan 
'disciples; Him did He substitute to undergo the care and 

* tuition of them, to conduct them in the right way, to preserve 

* them from dangers, to comfort them in distresses, to manage aU 

* their concernments, to be their Counsellor, Monitor, Advocate, 
' and Patron ; by Him He meant fully to make good His word 

* that He would be with them to the end of this world. *<»Db. 
Babbow, in the sermon ahready quoted. 
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CHAP. I. ' give gifts unto men.' The new dispensation 
was to be a spiritual manifestation, that would 
strike the unsympathising world with wonder 
and awe. Christ said of the Spirit's coming, 

Johnxvi. 'And when He is come. He will reprove the 
'world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
'judgment : of sin, because they believe not 
' on me ; of righteousness, because I go to my 
' Father, and ye see me no more ; of judgment, 
'because the prince of this world is judged.' 
The facts of Christ's work. His atoning death/ 
resurrection, and ascension, would produce such 
results in the lives of believers, that those who 
had before pleaded excuses, and offered cavilling 
objections, will be shown to be wrong (eXeyfet 
evidently has this meaning in the quoted passage) . 
When others, through Christ, acknowledge sin, 
grieve over it, obtain pardon, and cease from their 
evil course, the worldling will see his own sin, even 
though he does not repent, and will learn that the 
all-including sin, by wHch men are undone, is,; 
not to have believed in Christ. When men have 
the peace of the accepted, and bring forth 
fruits of righteousness, through believing in Him. 

Rom.iY.25. ' who was delivered for our offences, and was 
'raised again for our justification,' and when 
Christians are fruitful in every good word and 
work through the spiritual power the ascended 
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Lord "bestows upon them, men of the world will ac- chjip. i. 
knowledge they were wrong in regarding Christ^s 
worlf with indifference, and will admit that His 
work is complete, and that justification and holi- . 
ness are the work of the ascended Lord. And 
when in human lives and institutions the power 
of the prince of this world is seen to be broken, 
it will be admitted that it was not a mere vision 
Christ saw when He said 'I beheld Satan aSLukex. i8. 
'lightning fall from heaven,' but that the blows 
of destruction are already falling upon the cor- 
rupt empire of the father of lies, and his fol- 
lowers will feel that they are fatally wrong in 
disregarding the final judgment in which they 
themselves may suffer condemnation. 

19. Having thus taught them, Christ as- 
sembled His apostles before His ascension, and 
^commanded them that they should not depart Acts i. 4, 5. 
' from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
' Father which, saith He, ye have heard of me/ 
'For,' He added, 'John truly baptized with 
' water ; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
' Ghost not many days hence/ They ' all con- 
' tinned with one accord in prayer and suppli- 
' cation ' till the ' day of Pentecost Was fully Acts ii. i. 
' come/ Then at length the great dispensation 
was inaugurated, as the previous dispensations 
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CHAP. I. had been, by the fulfilment of prophecy, the 
working of miracles, — the supernatural works of 
God and the evident tokens of His presence. 

20. And, further, as this was the crowning 
dispensation, and greatly in advance of those 
that preceded, so the inaugurative work was of a 
higher order, surpassing what had been seen at 
Sinai and aU that Jerusalem had known before. 
The miracles that were wrought were miracles 
of mind, and the supernatural wonder was sug- 
gestive of thought and spiritual influence. There 
was no ^ thunder and lightning and smoke,' but 
^ a rushing mighty wind / for God was breathing 
again on man to create him anew, as in his first 
creation He had breathed on him the breath of 
life and made him a living soul. They did not 
Heb. xii. I^qqj* a voice so terrible that Hhey that heard 
' entreated that the word should not be spoken 
'to them any more,' but utterances of fervid 
eloquence and burning love. God's presence 
was no longer marked by their increased power 
to slay their enemies, or by His smiting them 
with destroying pestilence ; but they rejoiced in 
a time of new and higher manifestation, when 
they saw the messengers of the gospel expe- 
riencing a remarkable quickening of mind and 
heart. And the miracle wrought had a direct 
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bearing on the promulgation of the gospel ; for chap. i. 
the apostles were able at once to speak in many 
languages^ and thus to appeal in the most fami- 
Uar and afifecting manner to many peoples by 
addressing them in their own mother-tongue. 
And miracles of the same high order were con- 
tinued during the period of inauguration. When 
St. Paul wrote, about thirty years after, he said, 
'To one is given by the Spirit the word of '^o'-^* 
' wisdom j to another the word of knowledge by 
'the same Spirit; ... to another prophecy; 
'to another discerning of spirits; to another 
' divers kinds of tongues ; to another the inter- 
' pretation of tongues.^ The crowning glory of 
that great day of Pentecost was not that a few 
hungry men were miraculously fed, nor that a 
few suffering bodies were healed, nor that a 
restraining law was given, with its denials and 
threatenings ; but that, in connection with suit- 
able miracles suggestive of such a work, it was 
seen that the soul of man was God's chosen 
sphere of operation. Many were deeply moved, 
they believed in Jesus, and were ' cleansed from i Johni. 7. 
'all sin' by that 'precious blood' which they 
had just before ruthlessly shed. Christ's per- 
sonal ministry had been attended with small 
results ; but it was the Divine sowing for future 
harvests. He had promised His apostles that 
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CHIP. I. they should ' do greater things^ because He was 
John xiY. ' going to the Father/ Then they could testify 
of the completed and accepted work, and He 
from on high would give them, by the Spirit, 
great success/ This promise was fulfilled — 
Acts ii. 47. ' The Lord added to the Church daily such as 
^ should be saved/ Then came the first bloom 
of Christ's Church, and the bursting forth, like 
a polar spring, of sudden, mighty, godlike, 

* * When the Son of Qod Himself was the preacher, how little 
' was effected, till the time came of th6 Spirit's being so copionsly 
' poured forth ! He that spake, His enemies being judges, so 
' as never man spake I into whose lips grace was ponred forth, 

* His hearers wondering at the gracious words that proceeded 
' from His mouth ! astonished sometimes at His doctrine ! for 

* they could distruguish and see that " He taught with authority, 

* and not as the scribes." Yet, how little was done I All ended 

* in the martyrdom of the Preacher, and not long after in the 
'destruction of the people for the greatest part. When that 

* Spirit was poured forth, then thousands at a sermon were sub- 

* dued, and brought under the power of the gospel ; but it was not 

* yet given in that plentifal measure, while as yet Jesus was not 

* glorified. And if it had not been given upon Jesus's glorifi- 

* cation, what could enough have fortified the hearts of these 
'poor disciples to undertake the converting of the world, the 

* going to teach all nations, to proselyte mankind ? How much, 

* how unspeakably too big had such an attempt appeared for their 

* undertaking, if a mighty Spirit had not come forth to raise 

* them above themselves, to make them somewhat beyond men I 

* How could they ever have thought of going about such a thing 

* as that, wherein they were to be and actually were the suc- 
' cessfol instruments ? Without it, what success could have been 

* hoped for, howsoever attempted ? ' — ^Howe, in Sermon xiv., in 
the work ahready quoted. 
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spiritual life. Striking at once at the root of chap. i. 
worldly self-regard, they 'had all things com- 
'mon;' and, as if heaven had begun below, 
they ' continued daily with one accord in the Acts ii. 46, 
' temple, and, breaking bread from house to ' ' 
'house, did eat their meat with gladness and 
'singleness of heart, praising God and having 
' favour with all the people/ 

21. And again a new order of witnesses and 
workers sprung up. Christ had promised that the 
Spirit should ' take of His and shew it to them,^ John xvi. 
and had said to them ' Ye shall receive power ^^' 

Acts i. 8. 

'after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; 
' and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
' salem and in aU Judea, and in Samaria, and 
'unto the uttermost part of the earth/ This 
promise was being fulfilled. For the first time in 
the world^s history the redemptive work of Christ 
was complete ; and for the first time the Spirit 
was using the complete manifestation, with its 
principles and motives, to work upon the hearts 
and consciences of men. It was to be expected 
that men already Christian would be spiritually 
developed by the new and higher education, and 
that fresh converts would advance by a more 
rapid growth than had been possible to those 
who had been received into the Christian Church 

D 2 
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CHAP. I. at an earlier period. The facts of early Christian 
historyjustify and fulfil these expectations : Stephen 
had to go first and alone in the untrodden path of 
Christian martyrdom ; and he did not draw back 
or turn aside^ but even when he was exposed to 

Acts yii. the violence of his cruel enemies^ ' being full of 
'the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
' heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
' standing on the right hand of God, and said, 
' Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
'of man standing on the right hand of God;' 
and when he was actually dying, crushed to death 
by the stones they had cast at him, he craved 
forgiveness for them and committed himself into 
the hands of Jesus, almost in the words and 
altogether in the spirit of his Divine Master. 
Saul, the cruel persecutor, became by the work of 
the Holy Ghost, whose praise he delights to 
speak, the tenderest of men : he had gone on his 

Acts ix. I. work of persecution, ' breathing out threatenings 
'and slaughter;' but he learned to breathe the 
atmosphere of love, his words brought peace, his 
countenance beamed with blended intellect and 

Phil. i. 8. affection, and he could say ' God is my record, how 
' greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus 
' Christ : ' he had been exceedingly proud and 
self-righteous, 'a Pharisee of the Pharisees ;' but 
he became the great champion of gospel doctrine 
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and the most powerfal foe of Pharisaism in every chap. i. 
age and part of the world. He had zealously- 
laboured Ho do many things contrary to the name ^cts ^^• 
' of Jesus of Nazareth/ and to injure His cause ; 
but by the Spirit he became the most influential 
Christian advocate and teacher the worid has ever 
known. When Jesus first saw Simon He said, 
' Thou art Simon, the son of Jona : thou shalt be John i. 42. 
'called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A 
' stone ;' but during Christ^s life on earth Peter 
had resembled the quicksand or the restless sea 
rather than the rock; impetuous and prone to 
run to extremes, he seemed to lack all rock-like 
qualities ; he was unfixed himself, and could not 
be a foundation to others. But so soon as the • 
Spirit was poured out, Peter, being 'begotten iPeteri.3. 
' again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
* Jesus Christ from the dead,^ as he says — that 
fact with others being now applied by the Spirit 
to him — ^was no longer wavering or unfaithful. 
It is true the Scripture narrative records one or 
two instances in which his former imperfections 
re-appeared, so slow is individual idiosyncracy to 
be entirely eradicated; yet it is manifest that 
after the great day of Pentecost he entered upon 
a new era in his spiritual history. Before, he 
had denied Christ; now he confesses Him in 
the presence of multitudes who had just before 
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CHAP. I. thirsted for His blood, and whose prejudice and 
cruelty had been increased by the commission of 
the enormous crime they had purposed. Before, 
he had said to Christ when He was speaking of 

Matt. xyi. His Crucifixion, ' Be it far from Thee : ^ but 

22. 

now he makes Christ crucified the grand 
theme of his preaching and writings. Before, he 
had timidly shrunk from being taken for one of 
Christ^s followers j but when nerved by the 
Spirit he rejoiced in sufferings for Christ, anti- 
cipated with calm and hopeful expectation the 

2 Peter i. time when his ^ tabernacle ' should be ^ put off*, ' 
and at length, refusing to flee, followed Christ to 
a cross upon which it is said he was inverted to 

John xxi. increase his sufferings. John was ' the disciple 

20* 

whom Jesus loved : ' he was made to be the 
teacher and illustration of Christian love ; leaving 
hope and zeal to the advocacy of Peter, and faith 
in the competent hands of Paul, it was the part 
of John to come last and at once finish and 
crown the Christian arch with the keystone of 
love. He rises to render the group of Christian 
virtues pyramidal and complete, and fulfils Paul's 
I Cor. xiii. word, ' the greatest of these is charity.' But it 
'^* was only by the Spirit that John ^called Jesus 

^ Lord ' and became the apostle of love. When 
he was with Christ he wished to call down fire 
upon the villages that did not receive them. 
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and Christ said to him ^ Ye know not what chap. i. 
'manner of spirit ye are of/ It was by the^'^^^'SS- 
Spirit that he said so often to the Church at 
Ephesus, ' Little children, love one another ;' and 
by the same Spirit that he saw at Patmos with 
miblenched countenance the vision of the better 
future. And it is by the Spirit, that his loving 
teachings and influence have borne like fruit in 
the lives of many, and are hastening on the 
time when in a higher purer unity the Church 
shall bear a more powerful testimony, and rise to 
more satisfying and heavenly blessedness.' 

22. And further we find the promise of this 
dispensation fulfilled in the remarkable gifts of 
inspiration, bestowed at the time of which we 

1 * Consider, mj firi^nds, the place that the Holy Spirit occupies 

* in the Scriptures, in the promises of the Old Testament, in the 

* promises of Jesus Christ to His apostles ; the way in which He 

* leads us from the Gospels to the Acts, and t?ie immense change He 

* works in the apostles themselves, to show to all the disciples of all 
< generations what He is capable of doing in all ages. The Holy 

* Spirit is the great promise of the New Testament, and is, as it 
' were, the crowning gift of the whole. Chosen and elect of the 

* Father, redeemed by the Son, if we, being filled by the Holy Spirit, 

* are living His life, then, and only then, are we put in possession 

* of our inheritance, till we receive, in a better world and under a 

* more serene sky, the folness of this inheritance, disencumbered 

* of all the infirmities of the flesh and of earth, and become so 

* completely the temples of the Holy Spuit that our bodies them- 
' selves are called glorious and spiritual bodies." — ^Adolphe Monod, 
in his Farewell Addresses, sixth edition, 1860. 
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CHAP, K are writing. All the Old Testament writers 
wrote ^as they were moved by the Holy Spirit;^ 
but they neither possessed the facts, nor experi- 
enced the feelings and sentiments of New Testa- 
ment times. If we trace rapidly, through the 
worid's history, this particular work of the Spirit, 
the bestowal of inspiration, we shall find that 
there was a long period at the first in which no 
gifts of inspiration were bestowed ; then, for about 
a thousand years, a succession of inspired writers 
continued to give the growing Hght of God's 
revelation to the world. There was next a long 
interval ; and then, in a few short years, the gift of 
inspiration was bestowed upon several writers at 
the same time and in a surpassing degree; They 
shone together : Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
James, Peter, and Paul, — the galaxy of the world's 
glory. Ordinary language seemed unequal to the 
rich burden of their thought and affection. 
Like trees, to which men bring additional sup- 
ports to sustain their drooping clusters, so their 
sentences are supplemented with added words, yet 
seem ready to sink beneath the new world of 
wealth and wonders, of which they speak to the 
praise of the Spirit who gave them. After poring 
painfully in the Old Testament over long records 
of battles and strifes, and meeting with much 
that was only tolerated because it was the best 
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possible in those crude conditions of society, chap. i. 
' suffered because of tbe hardness' of their hearts; Matt.xix.8. 
or after reading chapter after chapter of ceremo- 
nial requirements that are no longer in force ; or 
after following, with uncertain steps, the prophet 
through the cloud-land of his dim vision, — ^it is 
Goshen to the wilderness to turn to the New 
Testament, and there to come to Paul's fruitful 
words, to strike on Peter'a rich vein of thought, 
and to feel, as we read by the response of our 
own, the holy glow of the large and loving heart 
of John. 

23. In thus speaking, we do not attempt to 
undervalue the Old Testament, or to dishonour 
that part of God's word. They dishonour Him, 
who reduce all. His works to a dead level and 
overlook the wisdom of the gradations He has 
made. We would honour Him in each part of 
His word> and in the Divine wisdom revealed in 
the relative position He has given to each part, 
and in the progress that is the law of the whole. 
The childhood of the race, like the childhood of 
the individual, is fiill of lessons ; but they relate 
to childish things. When we have become men 
we retain the lessons, but put away the ' childish 
'things.' None can deny the wisdom of God in 
giving a full opportunity to man to make experi- 
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CHAP. L ments in self-reformatioii^ and once for all to 
i^Cor. L learn that 'the world by wisdom knows not Grod.' 
■And none can donbt the adyantages we deriTe 
from the stndy of the history of (rod's govern- 
ment of the Israelites. Yet it is onrs to rise 
beyond the disappointing experiments of ancient 
philosophers^ that we may participate in the 
advantages of the latest manifestation of the 
Divine nature^ and^ firom contemplating what 
religion was amongst a people so insignificant^ 
prejudiced^ materialistic^ and nnfaithfol as the 
Israelites were, to what it may be now, when 
the Christian world has reached the surpassing 
era of the Spirits dispensation.^ 

24. And, further, these later writers delight to 
expatiate on the glories of the Spirit's dispensa- 
tion. Men might read much of the Old Testa- 
ment, and remain like those spoken of in the 

1 * The Gentile was not now excluded firom the more perfect 

* knowledge and nearer fayonr of the common Parent of mankind ; 
< the Jew was no more the member of a small and unpopular 

* communitj, diyided from the great flEunily of earth by exdusiye, 

* and in their effect at least, inTidious priyileges. The tabernacle 

* of adoption, like the canopy of heaven, overshadowed all the 
'children of Jehovah ; and the nations of the east and the west 
' were gathered in peace together, under the wings of the Christian 
*Dove.' — Bishop BEOiNAiiD Hebeb's Bampton Lecture, 1815, 
on The Personality and Office of the Christian Comforter, page 
466. 
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Acts, who had ' not so much as heard whether chap. i. 
^ there be any Holy Ghost;' but we cannot ^®*^ ^* ^• 
read far in the New Testament without feeling 
that if there is one era greater and more mo- 
mentous than all others, it is the dispensation of 
the Spirit. This teaching is the stream of fresh- 
ness and life that flows through every part. It 
never entirely disappears, and sometimes it 
spreads out into broad deep lakes of the water 
of life ; when whole chapters are devoted to this 
theme, and the Scriptures reach their highest 
glory, God the Spirit being at once the Author 
and the Subject. The Gospels unfold the promise, 
and awaken expectation; in the Acts of the 
Apostles we have a record of what attended the 
inauguration of the dispensation and accom- 
panied its early progress ; and the Epistles are 
addressed to men who are themselves quickened 
by the Spirit : they ' live in the Spirit, and walk 
' in the Spirit.' The ^saints and faithful brethren' 
are men who have ' put off the old man with his col. iii. 9, 
' deeds ; and have put on the new man, which is '°* 
' renewed in knowledge after the image of Him 
'that created him;' they have 'passed from John t. 24. 
' death unto life ; ' they are ' new creatures in 2 Cor. t. 
' Christ Jesus : ' ' the love of God is shed abroad ^' 

... Rom. V. 5. 

' in their hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 

' unto them ; ' they are ' strengthened with Eph.iii.i6. 
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CHAP. I. ^ might by His Spirit in tlie inner man/ The 
I Cor. iii. ^ Spirit of God dwelleth in ' them ; and they are 
^^' not only His dwelling-place, but individually as 

Christians, and collectively as Christian Churches, 
they are the temples of the Holy Ghost, His 
seats of authority, the thrones whence He rules. 
His shrines of worship, the altars of His ever- 
burning shekinalu 

25. There is yet another proof that, at the time 
we are speaking of, a new era was entered upon. 
It is found in the special sanctity that belonged to 
the new dispensation, and in the awful penalties 
inflicted on those who set at naught its authority. 

Matt. xii. Jesus said, 'AH manner of sin and blasphemy 
' shall be forgiven unto men : but the blasphemy 
' against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto 
' men. And whosoever speaketh a word against 
' the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him : but 
' whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it 
' shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, 
' neither in the world to come.' And John, in 

I John V. his 1st Epistle, says, ' There is a sin unto death ; 
' I do not say that he shall pray for it.' The 
Spirit's was the ultimate dispensation, the time 
of highest privilege ; if that were missed, all was 
lost. The mission of the Son of man might for 
a time be misunderstood; but if there were a 
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sustained hostflity against the only Quickener of chap. i. 
the soul, that soul must remain for ever ^ dead in Eph. ii. i. 
' trespasses and sins/ 

26. Combining evidence like that given in 
former dispensations with elements peculiar to 
itself, the dispensation of the Spirit was marked 
at its inauguration by the infliction of terrible 
punishments upon those who sinned against it. 
When Elymas the sorcerer withstood the work 
of the Lord, Paul, who had himself experienced 
the penalty of temporary blindness, being ^filled Acts xiii. 
' with the Holy Ghost,' inflicted the same penalty ^* 
upon the opposer, ^and immediately there fell 
'on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
' about seeking some to lead him by the hand.' 
And Paul speaks of ^ HymenaBUS and Alexander, i Tim.i.20. 
'whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they 
'may learn not to blaspheme.' But the most 
striking instance is that of Ananias and Sapphira. 
As we shudder when the sudden and devastating 
storm bursts from the summer sky, so it appals 
us to meet with such severe judgments in a dis- 
pensation of mercy. Under the holy and delight- 
ful influence of the new life of benevolence and 
brotherhood, the followers of Christ, a few banded 
together amongst many enemies, resolved to make 
common cause in their secular interests, and so 
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CHAP. I. far to break througli worldly self-seeking as to 
Acts ii. 44, ^ sell tlieir possessions and goods, and part tliem 
^ to all as every man had need,' and to ^ have 
' all things common/ They put no compulsion 
upon any of their members. They had no power 
to touch men^s property; they did not wish for 
such a power, and would not have accepted it, for 
theirs was a religion of conviction and of the 
heart. A man might purpose to sell his property 
and throw it into the common fund ; no one com- 
pelled him. Having sold it, he might alter his 
mind and retain the sum he had received ; no one 
would interfere with him. But Ananias and 
Sapphira, without being themselves spiritual, 
resolved to have the honour and praise belonging 
to being associated with spiritual men. They 
sold all that they had, and pretended to give 
all, but in fact ^kept back part of the price.' 
By means that were deceptive and selfish, they 
sought honour in a dispensation that is pre- 
eminently designed to make men unselfish and 
holy. This was flying in the face of their greatest 
Friend. It was ^ a sin unto death.' It brought 
immediate natural death, confirmed the deadening 
influences already at work in their souls, and sank 
them into eternal death. It was necessary to mark 
such a sin with the severest punishment; for 
otherwise it would have wrought death in a 
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dispensation designed to give life. So we read, chap. i. 
' Peter said, Ananias, why liath Satan filled thine ^ctflv.3, 4. 
' heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back 
'part of the price of the land? . . . Thou 
' hast not lied unto men, but unto God.' Then 
he fell dead. Soon after, Peter said to his wife 
Sapphira when she came in, and after question- 
ing her, ^How is it that ye have agreed together Ver. 9-1 1. 
' to tempt the Spirit of the Lord ? Behold, the 
^ feet of them which have buried thy husband are 
' at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell 
' she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up 
' the ghost . . . And great fear came upon 
' all the Church, and upon as many as heard these 
' things.' 

27. In conclusion, the several elements of 
evidence we have thus passed in review form 
together a powerful argument in favour of the 
statement with which we set out, — that this is 
the Holy Spirit's dispensation. We have seen 
reason to expect such a dispensation from what 
we knew of the Divine nature and its manifest- 
ations ; from the manner of progress in God's 
works, and especially in the history of His 
economies; and from our knowledge of man's 
remaining necessity. We have shown that this 
dispensation was long foretold ; that it was the 
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cHiiP. I. great promise of Christ's ministry ; that it was 
inaugurated by miracles and supernatural won- 
ders, and by the fulfilment of prophecy ; that its 
early hlsto'ry was marked by the appearance of 
new and superior spiritual workers, greater gifts 
of inspiration than had been enjoyed before, and 
greater spiritual success; and that solemn cau- 
tions and severe punishments marked the sanctity 
of the new era. 

28. Before entirely passing away from this 
part of the subject, it may be right to inquire 
whether the eighteen centuries since the time of 
the apostles have witnessed any new and definite 
step in the development of the Divine dispensa- 
tions. There has certainly been no new written 
revelation since the sacred canon was closed. 
And we believe that, in its grand distinguishing 
elements, the Spirit's dispensation is final, and 
that heaven itself will not supplement it, much 
less supersede it. For the Spirit of God to dwell 
in the spirit of man is to bring back the lost 
paradise of earth, and to anticipate the blessedness 
of the paradise of heaven. Yet our circum- 
stances are so very dififerent from those of the 
men of apostolic days, that we ought to surpass 
them in spiritual attainments. Many of them 
were Jews, legal in spirit, in bondage to the letter ; 
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and some were Pharisaic in pride and self-riglit- chap. i. 
eousness. It was their life-work to break away 
from previous errors. Others were morally 
poisoned from their birth with the deadening 
corruptions of heathen philosophy and religion ; 
and their spiritual constitution showed, long after, 
the effects of former injuries : their Christian 
life seemed to be the rebound from former 
mistaken extremes. But it is otherwise with us : 
we have the advantage of Christian parentage, 
education, and association. Our civilization is 
at least partly Christian. We need not take our 
religion as the opposite of the errors we have 
left ; but we receive it in the love of it, in its own 
symmetry, and for its own sake. And at the 
same time that we have not individually the dis- 
advantages of controversy, we reap the fruits it 
has left to society. For there has been a history 
of Christian doctrine, a history of the various 
forms of expression and phases of aspect in 
which it has shaped itself to the growing reli- 
gious mind. Succeeding ages and schools have 
tried various conclusions, and have sometimes 
gone from one extreme of doctrine to the other ; 
but in course of time, and as the outcome of 
polemical investigation and collision, the most 
correct modes of expression have been arrived 
at, and the most valuable dogmatic results have 

s 
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CHAP. I. been reached. The revelation has not changed; 
but the education and discipline of ages have 
taught us more exactly what the mind of God 
iSj as He has revealed it in His word. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE SUFJEBIOB GLOBT OF OUB 
DISFENSATION. 

Quod vero templwn habere possit Deus^ cujus templum tottu 

est mundus; et cum homo latius maneatf intra unam adiculam 

vim tanUB majestatis includam f In nostra dedicandus est 

mentSt in nostro consecrandus est pectore,i 

orpRiAirus. 

1. TTAVINGr given abundant proof that this is chap, n, 

•'-■- the dispensation of the Spirit, we shall now 
in the second place show its unparalleled supe- 
riority by presenting separately and prominently 
the several points in which it is more glorious 
than preceding dispensations. And as the evi- 
dences of its existence have been proofs of its 
surpassing excellence, so the illustrations of its 
superiority will be found to be at the same time 
confirmations of its reality. The Mosaic system 
was glorious. A religion Divinely appointed, 

^ * What temple indeed can God occupy, whose temple is the 
' whole world ? When man dwells at large, shall I shnt up within 
' a single building the power of such great majesty ? In our own 
*mind He must be enshrined, and have His consecration in our 
* own breast.* — CypBiAn On the Vanity of Idols. 

E 2 
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CHAP. n. heaven-descended, and of whicli the pattern in 
its minutest particulars was given by God, could 
not but have its own peculiar glory. There was 
glory in having such a ruler and lawgiver as 
Moses — a man meek, but mighty ; hesitating at 
first to speak to men, yet afterwards ascending 
in solitary sublimity to find access to Jehovah 
and to stand between God and man. There was 
glory in the tables of stone inscribed by the 
finger of God with the oracles of Divine truth ; 
glory in the splendours and terrors of Sinai; 
and in the light which beamed in the face of 
Moses, shining forth like the morning sun so 
that they could not stedfastly look at him, and 
prefiguring the appearance of Him who was 
'the brightness of the Father^s glory,^ and 

Matt. xvii. whose countenance ' shone as the sun, and 
'whose raiment was white as the light.^ But 
it was, for the most part, a material, outward, 
transient glory. The tables of stone would 
crumble to dust ; the face of Moses would lose 
its supernatural splendour, and become cold in 
death; and the whole system would prove itself 
but a scaflFolding for the true building, an eco- 
nomy of Divine origin, but to be succeeded by 
a higher manifestation of God. The 'ministry 
' of the Spirit is rather glorious -/ its glory is 
spiritual, lasting, eternal. 



2. 
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2. First, this dispensation is more spiritual, chap. n. 
The apostle Paul marks this element of supe- 
riority. He says, ' Ye are manifestly declared 2 Cor. iii. 
' to be the epistle of Christ, ministered by us, 
'written not with ink, but with the Spirit of 
' the living God ; not in tables of stone, but in 
' fleshy tables of the heart/ * We are no longer 
the children of the worid, to be taught by 
pictures, to receive object-lessons, and to know 
little beyond the visible representations. The 
thoughts and feelings of God are given to us. 
We have that mind that was 'in Christ Jesus.^ Phil. ii. 5. 
We do not, with a sense of bondage and fear, 
constantly refer to written laws as the rule of 
our conduct. We are 'not under the law, but Bom.vi.15. 
' under grace.^ Ours is a life against which Gal. y. 23. 
' there is no law.^ Yet are we not lawbreakers, 
nor lawless ; for the law, in its highest teachings, 

is ' written in our minds and hearts.' Its ^fi^- ^i- 

10. 

^ * Est bene tabulsB fractsB snnt, non Soriptura deleta. Et ta 

* Tide ne frangator tabula tua, ne mens tua et animus dlvidatur. 
' Nunquid divisus est, sed unum est cum Patre : et te nemo ab 

* Eo separet.' — ^Ambbobe, De Spiritu Sancto, lib. iii. * Though 
' the tables are broken, the Scripture is not expunged. And 
*do you take care lest your table should be broken, lest your 

* soul and mind should be diyided. Christ has never been 

* divided, but is one with the Father; and no one can separate 

* you from Him.* * Indeed with a new style, with a quill taken 

* from the wings of the Holy Dove.' — Bishop Jebemy Taylor, 
in his preface to The Life of Christy our Great Exemplar, 1648, 
at page 21. 



t 

54 This Dispensation is more spiritual, 

CHAP. II. principles are the objects of our intelligent 
appreciation, choice, and affection. We know 
it, and love it ; and it has become part of our- 
selves. We thus resemble Him who is the 
Highest, who, without prescribed rules or the 
possibility of a superior lawgiver, yet fulfils 
from the heart the highest dictates of righteous- 
ness and love. Apart from the dreams of the 
mystic on the one hand, and the special gifts of 
Eph.iv.23. inspired writers on the other, there is ^a renew- 
'ing in the spirit of the mind,' which is the 
portion of the Christian and the glory of the 
Rom. Yiii. Spirit^s dispensation. ' The Spirit itself beareth 
'^' ' witness with our spirit that we are the children 

Eph.ii. 10. ' of God.' ^ We are His workmanship, created in 
' Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
' before ordained that we should walk in them.' 
Self-righteous attempts at self-reformation hav- 
ing failed, we have sought the Divine Architect. 
He has restored the defaced and falling edifice, 
kindled in it again the quenched altar-flame, and 
made it a worthy temple of His praise. 

• 

3. And what can possibly be to us a higher or 
better dispensation than this, in which we our- 
selves by God are made like God, and prepared to 
live in Him and with Him for ever ? No super- 
natural splendours are worthy to be comf)ared 
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lo the humble, lowly, gentle, yet brave, heroic, cm 
good heart. ^A single good man,' says a late 
writer, 'at one with God, makes the morning 
and evening sun seem little and very low/ 
What can compare in all former times with this, 
or surpass it in the future, that God Himself — 
not by an intervenient agent, but immediately — 
should dwell in me and quicken me; that He, 
whose dwelling-place is the celestial paradise, 
who in the palace of heaven stretches forth the 
sceptre of universal dominion, who is ^ight' iJc 
without darkness, and ' love,' should take up i J( 
His abode in my limited, fallen nature as a king 
in a cottage home ! Nay more, that He should 
be in such a manner in me, and dwell in me, that, 
so far as it is possible in the creature, I should 
be as the Creator in thoughts of light, and 
words of truth, and works of love ! * 

4. Again, the Mosaic dispensation was material 

and outward, and hence transient. The Spirit's 

dispensation surpasses in glory because it is 

spiritual and continues. The one is ' done away,' 2 C 

II. 

^ * Next to the loye of Christ in taking our nature and dwelling 

* in it, we may wonder at the love of the Spirit in taking up His 
' residence in such defiled souls, and turning a dungeon into a 

* temple, a prison into a paradise, yea, a hell into a heaven.* — 
From The Fountain Sealed^ page 12, by Biohabd Sibbes, 1577- 
1635. 



( 



56 It 18 Permanent : that was Transient. 

CHAP. II. tlie otter ^remainetli.' Christ has 'taken away 

Heb. X. 9. < the first, that He may estabUsh the second/ 

aal.iii. 19. The law 'was added because of transgressions, 

'till the seed should come to whom the promise 

'was made.' The long patriarchal dispensation 

« preceded it, and the long gospel era has already 

followed it. The man who is bom of the Spirit 

Ps. iv. 6. no longer cries out helplessly, ' Who will show 

John iv. ^ us any ffood ? ' He has ' taken of the water of 
10-14. 

'life, and will not thirst again.' For him the 

scaffolding is taken down, and the superior per- 

manent building erected.^ The Spirit has 

been given to abide with the Church for ever. 

The Christian man has reached the ultimatum. 



^ *Ifwe recollect, however, what an attentive examination of the 

* Gospel history can hardly have failed to suggest to ns, that, 

* daring the whole of His earthly pilgrimage, our Lord hoth hj 

* example and precept enforced a strict attention even to the 

* minntest features of the Mosaic ritual ; that the admission of 

* the Gentiles to the covenant of grace, though merely hinted at 

* hy Jesus as a future occurrence, was the subject of express and 

* immediate revelation to St. Peter from the Spirit of God ; while, 

* from the same Spirit, St. Paul professes to have learned the 

* abrogation of the Mosaic covenant ; no doubt will remain, that 

* the words of Christ may be satisfactorily reconciled to His own 

* practice and the practice of His followers, and that the abolition 

* of the law, though the reality of such abolition cannot be denied, 

* was not the work of Christ Himself but of the Third Person in 
*the Trinity, after the Second in that mysterious union had 

* returned to the right hand of His Father.' — Bishop Hebeb's 
Bampton Lecture already quoted, page 464. 
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His blessings are not negative^ but positive, chap. ii. 
He is no longer satisfied to speak of the evils 
escaped; lie delights in present fruits and in 
Divine gifts already in his possession. His posi- 
tion is less one of promise and expectation than 
of fulfilment and realization. He is the child and 
image of God, renewed in the spirit of his mind 
and restored to family blessings by the redemp. 
tion of the first-born Son. He wishes for no . 
hew, no higher revelation. He has begun to 
live. He feels that he is God^s work, like God, 
in God. ^ If that which is done away was 2 Cor. iii. 
'glorious, much more that which remaineth is 
' glorious.' 

5. The very name given to the Divine Being 
under this dispensation — that of Hhe Holy Spirit' 
— ^is suggestive of what is spiritual and final. 
Creation and redemption are initial works ; they 
arise out of temporary necessities. Sin has ren- 
dered salvation morally necessary; the work 
once effected need not be repeated : and the 
work of creation, once wrought, continues ; from 
its very nature it is incapable of repetition. God 
is known to us at first as the Father and Son : 
our temporary relationships have their counter- . 
parts in the Divine nature ; but we are looking 
on to a time when we shall ' neither marry nor ?^**** ""' 



58 It 18 a MinistraUon of Acceptance and Life : 

CHAP. II. ^be given in marriage, but sliall be as the angels 
' of God; ' when a common spiritual relationship 
shall have taken the place of all special natural 
ties. So by analogy we expect after the mani- 
festation of the Father and the Son a final dis- 
pensation in which God will be known as the 
Spirit, acting immediately upon the spirits of 
men. And this expectation is not disappointed. 
Prov. iv. We recognise that, alike in God and man, ' out 
^^' ^ of the heart [or soul] are the issues of life ; ' 

the soul itself is more than all natural relation- 
ships. We feel that religion may use on the 
way the wonders of creation and Providence, 
may refer to written rules, and may include a 
great deliverance, but is itself ultimately and 
eternally the Spirit of God blessing the spirit of 
man, and the spirit of man freely and joyfully 
imitating, serving, and worshipping the Spirit of 
God. And this is the character and glory of the 
Spirit^ s dispensation. 

6. Again, the Mosaic was a ministration of 

condemnation and death ; this is a dispensation 

of acceptance and life. The one speaks much of 

guilt and transgression, the other of pardon and 

I Tim. i.9, acceptance. The ^law is not for a righteous man. 

Bom. iii. ^^^* ^^^ ^^^ ungodly and for sinners */ by it 'is 

^' ' the knowledge of sin.' It restrains men from 
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sin by its tlireateniiigs and penalties ; but it chap, i 
cannot give acceptance, nor bestow either spi- 
ritual or eternal life. ' By the deeds of the law Rom. ii 

20* 

'there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.' 
'It is not possible that the blood of bulls andHeb. x. 
'goats should take away sin.' But now the 
Spirit's teachers point us to Jesus, saying, 
' Through this Man is preached unto you the Acts xii 
' forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe ^ ' ^^' 
'are justified from all things, from which ye 
'could not be justified by the law of Moses.' 
They present the facts of the gospel, attest them 
with their own new evidence, and our hearts are 
opened by the Spirit to receive them. Instead 
of being under a system whose burden seemed to 
be the sin of the present and its penalty, we 
have the advantage of a dispensation that de- 
clares to the believer that ' there is now no con- Rom. v 
'demnation.' Instead of desiring to see some- 
thing as yet invisible, we stand in the full light 
of the gospel day and listen to ' glad tidings of 
great joy.' We hear One saying to us, ' Sacrifice Heb. x. 
' and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast ^' 
' Thou prepared me. . . . Lo, I come to do 
' Thy will, God.' The work of atonement is 
accomplished, and its principles are unfolded. 
We apply them daily, and have peace through 
propitiation, and fruit in practical godliness. 



60 This 18 a System ofFreecUym and Love : 

CHAP. II. Instead of suffering from obtnseness of under- 
standings dimness of knowledge^ and deadness of 
heart, we are quickened by the Spirit and made 

1 These t. f children of Kght' and the day. ^ K the minis- 

2 Cor. iii. ' tration of condemnation be glory, much more 

' doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in 
^ glory/ 

7. Further, that was a system of bondage and 

fear, this of freedom and love. They were in 

GaLiT. 3. 'bondage under the elements of the world,^ we 

Gal. T. I. have ' the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 

2 Cor. iii. ' free.^ For 'where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

^^' 'there is liberty.' They were in bondage to 

Heb. X. II. ceremonialism, 'offering oftentimes the same 

' sacrifices, which can never take away sins.' 

Heb.ix.io. Theirs was a system which stood ^only in meats 

'and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 

'ordinances, imposed on them until the time of 

Bom. xiv. ' reformation;' but 'the kingdom of God is not 

'7' 'meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, 

'and joy in the Holy Ghost.' They were in 

bondage to legal obedience ; they consulted 

carefully and anxiously the requirements of their 

rule : we without written rules have the law 

written in our hearts by the Spirit of God, and 

without bondage and fear produce the Spirit's 

fruits. They feared God; we love Him. Their 
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fear led to a life of moral servitude j our love chap. n. 

^workethno ill/ and ^castetli out fear/ Their ^"^•^• 

ceremonialism led to self-righteousness ; they i John iv. 

sometimes multiplied sacrifices when sin in- laa. i. n. 

creased, instead of ceasing from it; our spiritual 

dependence is fruitful in Christian life and work. 

Having no excuse for resting on midway 

machinery, we go immediately to God, and are 

in consequence the more blessed. Their system 

had an earthly code and ceremonial, promised 

earthly rewards, and was shut in by the horizon 

of this world; hence they dreaded death, and 

sang this dirge over the tomb, — ' In death there Ps. vi. 5. 

^ is no remembrance of Thee : in the grave who 

' shall give Thee thanks V But to us who have 

^the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts,^ death is 2 Cor. i. 22. 

the gate of life. We are not ^in bondage through Heb. ii. 15. 

^ fear of death,' but at the thought of immortality 

every fetter is loosed, each drooping pinion is 

spread, and we exult because already the freedom 

of ' our citizenship is in heaven.' t,, ., ... ^^ 

'■^ irnii.111.20. 

8. And again, the glory of the former ministry 
was veiled; but now the veil is taken away. 
Moses covered his resplendent countenance; 
' their minds were blinded,' they could not ^ ^°^- ^' 
stedfastly look to the end of that which is 
abolished. Their vision was dim, and the 



62 That was veiled ; this is unveiled. 

<^=^- °- objects were shadowy and nncertam. Their stm 

MaL if. 2. was wrapped in clonds ; upon ns He ' rises with 

'healing in His wings/ Formerly Moses^ the 

servant^ was veiled; now Christ, the Son, is 

2 Cor. iT. unveiled. ' God, who commanded the light to 
o. 

'shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 

'hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
' the glory of Grod in the face of Jesus Christ.' 
And more, as when men gaze in a mirror on 
some shining object reflected there they them- 
selves are illumined and made splendid with its 

2 Cor. iiL lights go ' we all, with open face beholding as in 
' a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
' the same image from glory to glory, even as 
'by the Spirit of the Lord.' Our vision being 
purified, and the light of the Spirit being upon 
Christ as we see Him in His word, we are en- 
tranced with the vision; for we are gazing on 
Him who is the light of both worlds and the 
brightness of the Father's glory : when, lo ! 
delightful wonder f it is at once our own 
image and His we are gazing upon. So has 

I John It. He changed us, that ' as He is, so are we in 

'^' 'this world.'' 

1 Db. Babby, at page 80 of the work aheady quoted, thxis 
speaks of the doctiine of the Spirit : — ' Snffer me to pnt it before 
' yon as that which can alone worthily represent Christianity. It 
* is not a snbtle and beantifol theory, it is not a pure and holy 
' law, which can giye you the life of Christ. To those who are 
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9. And, finally, tliis dispensation excels in glory chap. 
because, looking beyond all agents and opera- 
tions, it leads ns to God Himself.* Under it 

we are not ^ sufficient of ourselves, to think 2 Cor 

5- 

* still young, to whom, in some form, brightness and beauty and 
' fervid interest are as a necessity, it is as the true animation, of 

* which the life of excitement is the counterfeit. To us who haye 

* entered farther on the experience of life, and who feel, never so 
' keenly as in revisiting the scenes of our youth, the changes 

* and disenchantments which pass over its high aspirations, it is 

* rather the great ideal which alone can save us from the poor 
•realities of what men call "practical views," from the mere 

* round of self-forgetting work, from despair as to the goodness 

* of humanity, from the deadness which comes between our faith 

* and God. In it and by it we enter upon that for which we were 

* made, a life not our own, but hidden in God ; by it we have 
' the foretaste of that eternal communion, without the prospect of 

* which life is a poor dream indeed. How can it be otherwise? 

* For in it we are made one with Him who is both God and man, 
*in whose life on earth the Divine Spirit shone through and 

* transfigured the veil of flesh, in whose life in heaven the human 

* nature is already exalted, to draw all the souls of men to God 

* by the golden cords of the Spirit.' 

^ St. Chbysostom, in his homily on the words * How shall not 

* the ministration of the Spirit be rather glorious? * (2 Cor. iii. 8) 
says : * He opposed ** stone " to ** heart," and ** the letter " to ** the 

* Spirit." Then, when he has indicated what arises from each, 

* he does not put down the results of each ; but after he has 

* shown what arises from " the letter," i,e. death and condem* 

* nation, he does not say that that which is obtained from the 

* Spirit is as follows — life and righteousness, but the Spirit Him- 

* self; which added importance to the argument.' [* Novum enim 

* testamentum non vitam solum dabat, sed etiam Spiritum, a quo 
' vita afferebatur, subministrabat ; quod vita multo majus erat.*] 

* For the new covenant not only gave life, but also tha Spirit 

* whence life comes, which was a much greater thing than the ife.* 



64 Looking hey ond Agents, 

CRAP. n. 'anytliiiig as of ourselves; but our sufficiency 
' is of God/ We no longer rest satisfied with 
wliat we know of God from nature or pro- 
vidence, or with what we learn of Him from His 
relation to particular peoples, as seen in the 
punishment of their sins or in the overthrow of 
their adversaries, the success of their enterprises, 
and the establishment of their dominion. He is 
more to us than the Giver of long life and pros- 
perity. We have got beyond symbolism, how- 
ever full of instruction. We know no man after 
the flesh ; even Christ is no longer thus known. » 
Our thought in worship is not of the priest, the 
altar, or the sacrifice, — ^but of God Himself. Our 
whole spiritual nature being braced and stimu- 
lated by the thought that we must not tarry in 
externals, we feel that we must not be ourselves 
formal and external. Then comes the consum- 
mation, when we know and worship God, not as 
doing this or that, nor as being in any particular 



1 Tauleb (1294-1361) in his sermons, after warning against 
undue regard to ceremonies and saeraments, says, ' Many good 

* people hinder themselves in their perfection by this : that they 
^look solely to the humanity of onr Lord Jesns Christ, and 

* that they give themselves too much to visions.* ... * To 
<them that wish to be His disciples in high perfection, His 

* humanity is a hindrance if they fix npon it and cleave to it with 
' fondness. For they should follow God in all His ways ; there* 

* fore His humanity should lead them farther, to His Dei^.' 
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relationsliip, but as ^ a Spirit/ as holy and true^ chap. 
as light, life, and love for over and ever. Then 
we are ^ heirs of God/ ^ for the Spirit searcheth i cor. 
' all things, yea, the deep things of God/ ^ All J^^^^j. 
'things are ours/ And we possess the assimi- 21. 
lating power. We become, — we are ^ righteous, i JoLe 
' even as He is righteous.^ Eeligion is fulfilled ^' 
by us towards God, and in us by God.^ 

10. Thus have we gathered, from diflferent 
parts of the Scriptures, the several stiatements 
and illustrations of the superiority of the 
Spirit^s dispensation. The way in which the 
Scriptures were written — by different persons, 
at different times, and in various forms, as 



' Very beautiful is the following prayer by Cyprian, giyen in 
his work on the Holy Spirit, and interesting as showing how the 
Divine Spirit was worshipped in the third century of the Christian 
era : — * Holy Spirit, be Thou present ; and from heaven shed 

* down Thy consolations on those that expect Thee ; sanctify the 
' temple of our body, and consecrate it a habitation for Thyself; 

* make those souls joyful with Thy presence who desire Thee ; 

* make the house fit for Thee the Inhabitant ; adorn Thy chamber, 

* and surround the place of Thy rest with a variety of virtues ; 

* strew the pavement with ornaments ; let Thy mansion shine with 
' the brightness of carbuncles and precious stones ; and let the 

* odours of all Thy gifts inwardly discover themselves ; let Thy 
' fragrant balsam perfume Thjr residence and expel whatever is 
' noisome and the spring of corruption ; do Thou make this our 
'joy stable and lasting ; and this renovation of Thy creatures do 

* Thou continue for ever, in unfading beauty.' 

P 



66 Summary, 

CHAP. II. liistories^ memoirs, poems, treatises, prophetic 
messages, proverbs, and letters — brought with it 
many advantages, but was much against 
systematic teaching. It was as the bringing 
together of material in different ways, and 
from various countries; like the cedar 
floated from Lebanon, and the gold and 
precious stones brought in ships from Ophir, 
for the building of the temple. As we find 
our reward in faithfully using our powers upon 
every possession God has given, adding value 
to raw material by skilled labour, and bring- 
ing together for use what is useless when 
separate, — so we receive instruction and benefit 
when we gather scattered teachings into a 
compact argument or a system, and thus use 
the collected materials to rear the temple of 
truth. We have seen that the Spirit^s dis- 
pensation is ^rather glorious,^ because it is 
more spiritual than those which preceded it; 
permanent, marked by acceptance and life, 
and not by condemnation and death; a dis- 
pensation not of bondage and fear, but of 
freedom and love; not veiled, but open; and 
in which the human spirit reaches the highest 
results of religion, because it knows God as ^ a 
^ Spirit,' and, having become spiritual, is satisfied 
in Him. 
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11. To some, tlie facts we have established — chap. n. 
that this is- the Spirit^ s dispensation, and that 
it is of surpassing excellence — ^may seem to 
be mere truisms; yet there can be no doubt 
that the fuller recognition of these great 
verities would have a most important effect 
upon the position of the great religious 
questions of the day, and upon the life and 
progress of the Christian Church.' What 



* Howe, in his day, thus spoke : — * And truly I beKeve we must 

* be brought to have higher thoughts of the Spirit than we have, 

* before we see such good days as we would wish we might. Alas f 

* how diminishingly is it conceived and spoken of amongst us ! 

* We have the name of the Spirit or of the Holy Ghost many 
*' times in our mouths, when our hearts ascribe not honour to 

* Him. We glorify Him not as God in our conceptions ; no, 

* the notions of our minds and dispositions of our hearts are, 

* with too many, as if we had not Heard whether there be any Holy 

* Ghost, or as if it signified a mere nothing to us. But it con- 

* cems us to greaten our thoughts concerning the Spirit of the 
' living God. When it works as the Spirit of nature, it renews 

* the face of the earth, replenishes all the region with life. What 

* would this creation be, if all Divine influence were retracted and 

* withheld, by which everything lives, and which is attributed to 

* the Spirit of God as the active principle that works everywhere 
*in the creation of the world, moving upon the abyss in the 

* renewing of it from time to time ! By Him and from Him there is 
' such a thing as life in all the creation ; He works all in all. But 

* consider it also as a Spirit of holiness, of Divine life and power 

* in the spirits of men. What a mighty Agent is that, who can 

* spread such an influence everywhere, unto the remotest comers 

* of this world ; and can reach every heart of those that belong to 
*God, and all at once; and pierce into them with such mighty 

F 2 
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» 
CHAP. n. a craving there is, in some directions, for 

ceremonial and symbolism ! Works larger in 
size than the Bible^ and reminding us of the 
Shasters of the heathen, have been prepared, 
to give particular directions as to the minutiae 
of religious worship and the religious life. 
Every part of the edifice of the church, and 
of its adornments and elaborate ritual, must 
be fall of symbolical meaning. Men lacking 
religion, or regarded as at present incapable 
of spiritual religion, are to be led to it on 
. the crutches of church ceremonial ; others, 
full of religious sentiment but weary of the 
simplicity of ordinary Protestant worship, are 
to be indulged with the splendour of unre-- 
formed worship, that they may with ecstasy 
declare they have found what they longed 
for. Such a course, we venture to aflirm, 
would not be approved if the teachings of 
these pages were prominent in the discourses 
of all the clergy of our land. Let the 

* power that, thongh all the art in the world cannot persuade and 

* change the mind of man even in a matter of common concem- 

* ment, if he be resolved, yet this Spirit can transform where it 
' touches, and overcome, if it will, even in the first attempt ! Oh, 
' what homage should our souls within us pay to this Ahnighty 

* Spirit ! In how prostrate a posture should we be ! How should 

* we adore that Spirit who can, when He will, fill all, everywhere, 

* with light and life.* — From the work already quoted. 
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dispensation of the Spirit be recognised, and chap. ii. 
no revival of churcli architecture, music, 
vestments, and ceremonial will be admitted 
to compensate for the want of spiritual life ; 
indeed, excessive regard for ritual will be 
esteemed a retrograde tendency and an in- 
dication that religious men do not know the 
day of their visitation. 

12. In our day science, intoxicated with its 
splendid successes, promises us an apotheosis 
without the aid of religion. Discoveries and 
inventions are to lighten ' labour and vanquish 
time and space ; sanitary measures are to pro- 
long life ; the anaosthetic is to defy pain ; and 
the diflScult rugged path of religion is to be 
exchanged for the royal road of science. Not 
long ago, some scientific men ascended in a 
balloon some miles in the air, and found them- 
selves frozen almost to death, while less ambi- 
tious persons on the surface of the earth were 
beneath them, rejoicing in the sunshine. They 
ascended in the interests of science, and almost 
sacrificed their lives for its sake. We honour 
their daring, but find in their peril a lesson for 
the scientific men of the day. We can suppose 
them saying, ^Your theologians still tediously 
^ tell of the old-fashioned way of reaching heaven 
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CHAP. II. ' by faith in Christy and of a spiritual quickening 
' which we cannot comprehend. But we have a 
'quicker and more scientific way. We ascend 
' from fact to fact, and from law to law ; and we 
' expect to find our heaven at the top of our 
Madder, not in a dream but in reality.^ The 
reply suggested by the incident is obvious : 
' Science can do much in the material world, 
'and within its own limits; but if it overstep 
' them, it finds not life, but death.^ Science and 
religion can serve each other. From the Bible 
science has drawn her true methods and her 
best spirit, and by it has trained her ablest 
cultivators; and religion can draw some argu- 
ments and many illustrations from science. But 
our knowledge of natural laws, and our skill in 
applying them, can never enable us to dispense 
with revelation and the spiritual life it reveals. 
By science, man flies from place to place on 
the wings of his new discovery, but is himself 
the same. By it he subdues rude matter to 
his will and service ; but it does not enable him 
to rule his own spirit. It shows him his own 
limitations ; it does not provide for him a Saviour, 
newness of life, and a holy heaven. But let but 
the true character of the Spirit's dispensation 
be felt, and the ungrounded pretensions of 
science will be laid aside, and refuge and bless- 
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ing will be sought in a religion that, without chap. ii. 
being inimical to science but in the highest 
degree favourable to it, yet does what ordinary 
science cannot eflfect, as it leads us to Him ^ in Col. ii. 3. 
' whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
' knowledge/ and ' whom to know is life John xvii. 
' eternal/ ^* 

13. Due regard to the special character of 
the dispensation under which we live is most 
necessary in connection with the great mission- 
ary work the Christian Church is now carrying 
on. Some statesmen and men of science— most 
unfairly overlooking what has actually been 
accomplished — ^have spoken of the attempt to 
Christianize the nations of the Bast by solely 
spiritual means as a hopeless task. And to 
some Christians it may seem mysterious and 
discouraging that these new eflfbrts are not 
seconded, as Xavier in his wild enthusiasm 
pretended his were, by miracles and supernatural 
wonders. But that which we might on a super- 
ficial consideration deplore is the glory and hope 
of our time. Miracle is absent, because the 
Spirit Himself is present. Recognise that this is 
His dispensation, and we shall not be surprised 
to see the reanimated host starting to life in the Ezek. 
valley of death. We shall not tremble, though ™^^' ^~ 
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CHAP. II. we think of the accumulated corruptions of the 
civilized world and of the vast hoary edifice 
of heathen idolatry which has been age after 
age in building. Before the breath of the Spirit 

Zech. iv. 7. of God, this mountain will become a plain. 

Matt. xix. ' Things impossible with men ^ will be found to 
be ^ possible with God.' Let us but know that 
God's Spirit is in us, and with us, and working 
by us; and what limit need we to set to the 
horizon of our expectation ? The Church is not 
alone in her labour. She testifies of Jesus ; the 
voice is tender and earnest, for she speaks to 
brethren of a Saviour. But a louder, sweeter, 
more authoritative voice speaks with hers, the 
voice of the Spirit; and many a glad hearer 
takes up the welcome sound, and repeats and 

Rev. xxii. re-echoes it. ' The Spirit and the Bride say, 
' Come. And let him that heareth say. Come. 
^ And let him that is athirst come. And whoso- 
^ ever will, let him take the water of life freely.' 

14. Again, we see in our time much desire 
for Christian union, and efibrts of different kinds 
put forth to produce and promote it. Some of 
those efibrts we may regard with suspicion, be- 
cause they seem to be mere compromises on the 
part of ecclesiastical systems to enable them by 
combination to maintain their existence and in- 
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crease their strength. But there is manifestly a chap. ii. 
general and praiseworthy yearning for the time 
when Christ^ s rent garment shall be whole again, 
and His prayer fully answered, ' that they all may John xyii. 
^ be one; as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, ^^' 
^ that they also may be one in us : that the world 
' may believe that Thou hast sent me/ And how 
shall this happy period be reached, except by the 
recognition of this as the Spirit's dispensation ? 
The ' fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace/ Gal. v. 22. 
When these are produced, Christians will place 
system in reasonable subordination, and look for 
brethren in Christ beyond the limits of their own 
sect : they will approximate more nearly in what 
they believe ; judge charitably of the supposed 
mistakes and defects of others; and, as when 
men are borne along in grateful hosts by some 
general joy they feel anew their brotherhood, 
forget their dififerences, exchange pleasant words 
and kind looks, and are ready for mutual help 
and common service in the good cause, — so it is 
not by any one system triumphing, or by any 
mere clever arrangement, but by the full acknow- 
ledgment of the Spirit's claims and the full re- 
ception of His blessings in common, that the 
desired union will be reached. 

15. In our time knowledge is widely diflFused, 
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CHAP. II. important Christian doctrines are generally ad- 
mitted, and there are many Churches and Chris- 
tian societies that have stood long and completed 
their machinery and organization. Yet the great 
moral evils remain. A few unbelievers are called 
aside and saved ; but the masses press thought- 
lessly on, and our testimony is, so far as they 
are concerned, as if we were advocating some 
fanciful scheme of our own, instead of proclaim- 
ing the only salvation provided by God. What 
is wanting ? Spiritual life from God. Churches 
and religious societies came into being as the 
expression of Christian life. Their members 
came together through love to Christ and man, 
and that by combination they might be more 
powerful for His service. Their first arrange- 
ments may have been imperfect, or even unwise; 
yet there was vitality ; no subsequent correctness 
in organization can compensate for the absence 
of life. Without this they will be barren as 
Egypt would be, with its grand scheme of irri- 
gation, but without the overflow of the Nile. 
In vain would be the complicated arrangement 
of channels and sub-channels, with their minute 
ramifications; the anxious outcry would be for 
the precious abundance of the waters as at other 
times. Many of our Christian Churches make 
little progress. Even large Christian communi- 
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ties have to lament that their work seems to be chap. ii. 
almost at a stand-still ; and some of our great 
missionary societies are with difficulty maintain- 
ing the agencies and ejfforts they have under- 
taken. Our necessities thus make it a present 
truth that this is the Spirit^ s dispensation, and 
that we have ground for the exercise of much 
faith in Him and His willingness to quicken and 
bless. 

16. To live in the Spirit's dispensation is a 
grave responsibility, both in respect to our own 
Christian life and in relation to our Christian 
work. Many useful effi)rts that we might shrink 
from undertaking as hopeless, if we laboured only 
with the instruments of human reason, may be 
entered upon with cheerful confidence when we 
consider that this is the Spirit's dispensation, 
when God Himself designs to work immediately 
upon the souls of men, ' witnessing with their Rom. viii. 
^ spirits ' that they are His children. How un- ^ 
speakably stimulating this expectation, when we 
consider the power and grace of the Divine Agent, 
and that this is the very work which, though 
beyond our own power, we desire to see accom- 
plished in connection with our own labours ! It 
will be well for every Christian worker to say to 
himself daily and hourly, ' I am working in the 
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CHAP. II. ^ Spirit's dispensation ! ' The same thought may- 
be most helpful in our own spiritual development. 
The demands of life^ the cares of this worid, and 
the absorbing nature of some duties and some 
affictions oppose our spiritual growth and dis- 
courage us from the work of sanctification and 
growth in grace. Yet every Christian will admit 
that this duty cannot be neglected with impunity. 

Matt. xri. that the soul is more than the whole world, and 
26. 

that what we are is far more than what we 

possess. To stimulate us to soul-culture we 

have but to remember that the fruits we are to 

John yi.63. produce are the 'fruits of the Spirit,^ that 'it is 

'the Spirit that quickeneth,' although 'the flesh 

' profiteth nothing.^ We need not despair of the 

elevation of the mind in the mind- era, nor of 

the attainment of holiness and spirituality in the 

dispensation of the Holy Spirit. To witness for 

these truths will be not less an ofience to the 

formal and unspiritual than the doctrine of the 

cross itself; yet it is manifestly a special duty of 

these late and favoured times. 1 

1 ' At the present time there are those who are martyrs of the 

* Holy Ghost. It is the doctrine of pure love, the doctrine of 

* sanctification, and of the Holy Ghost within us as the life of our 

* own life, which is to be the test of spiritual perception and fidelity 

* in the present and in future times. The Spirit of God, in the 

* language of the prophet Joel, is to be poured out upon all flesh. 

* Those who have suffered for the doctrine of Jesus Christ crucified 
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1 7. In conclusion, althougL. it has not been chap. ii. 
within the purpose of this treatise to insist upon 
the necessity for the work of the Spirit in each 
individual, yet we will not conclude without a 
word upon the subject, lest a lurking suspicion 
that the work of the Spirit is not necessary should 
destroy the force of all that has been advanced. 
Even the heathen recognised the necessity for a 
Divine quickening/ And that man needs to be 



* for the world's sins have been truly glorious in the reproach and 

* sorrows they have endured ; but those who have suffered, and are 

* destined to suffer, for the doctrine of the coming and of the tri- 

* umphant reign of the Holy Spirit in men's souls will not be less 

* so. The doctrine of Christ crucified, as an atoning sacrifice, is 

* essentially triumphant : Satan has ceased, in a great degree, to 

* exercise his power against those who receive and believe it. But, 

* on the contrary, he has attacked and will attack, both in body and 

* spirit, those who advocate the dominion of the Holy Spirit, and 

* who have felt His celestial impulse and power in their own hearts.* 
— ^Madame Guton, quoted in her Memoir by Professor Upham, at 
'page 294. Tbrtullian (160-216) in his work Ad Martyres finely 
says, * Grieve not the Holy Spirit, who entered with you into 

* prison ; for if He had not been with you, you had never entered, 

* nor had you been now there.' 

* * In general, however, it may be affirmed that the more pro- 
*■ found thinkers of aU climes have been alive to something like the 
*• voice of God in the heart of man, and conscious of moments in 

* which something appears and stirs in the inmost recesses of our 

* being, manifesting itself to be of a far higher source than on r 
*■ selves. Who is not acquainted with the noble passage in the 

* letters of Plato, preserved by Origen c. Celsum, lib. vi., c. 3 ? 

* " The prime good is in no-wise to be described in words, but arises 

* within us from much intercourse, and as if starting suddenly from 
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cH.vp. II. renewed in spirit by the Spirit, may be regarded 
as tbat wbich at all times bas been beld in the 
Christian Church [quod semper , quod uhique, quod 
ah omnibus) . The Scriptures distinguish between 
the mere outward gifts and the spiritual work in 

John iii. the soul, and declare that ^except a man be born 
^ of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom 
^ of God/ They teach that ^ that which is born of 
^ the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born of the 

I Cor. ii. ^ Spirit is spirit '/ that ^ the natural man receive th 

'^' ^ not the things of the Spirit ; of God for they are 

' foolishness unto him : neither can he know them, 
' because they are spiritually discerned / and that 



* fire." ' — Tholuck On Romans j vol. ii., p. 100. The evidence of 
Socrates and Cicero might also be given. Especially to the point 
is the testimony of Seneca : * Ita dico, Lucili, sacer intra nos 
*spiritus sedet malorum bonommque nostrorum observator et 

* custos ; hie prout k nobis tractatus est, ita nos ipse tractat. 

* Bonus vir sine Deo nemo est.* * This I say, Lucilius, a holy 

* spirit dwells within us, the observer and guardian of our good 

* and evil ; as he is treated by us, so he treats us. No one with- 

* out God is a good man.' Well says Dr. Owfn on the same 
part of the subject, *The soul knows God's voice when He 

* speaks : there is something too great in it to be the effect of a 

* created power. When the Lord Jesus Christ at one word stilled 

* the raging of the sea and wind, all that were with Him knew 

* there was Divine power at hand ; and when the Holy Ghost by 

* one word stills the tumults and storms that are raised in the soul, 

* giving it an immediate calm and security, it knows His Divine 

* power and rejoices in His presence.' — From his Communion 
with God: Works, vol. x., page 297. 



Every man^s Need for Himself. 79 

^ no man can say that Jesus is tlie Lord except chap. h. 
^by the Holy Spirit/' The wrecked vessel ^^C^'- ^• 
must, if possible, be brought again into the ship- 
yard. The sailors cannot restore her — only the 
maker can remake.* A testimony comes from 
within us, and from our lives, in the failure of our 
self-reformation ; and it agrees with the solemn 
affirmation of Scripture that we ^ must be born John iii. 7. 
^again.^ This moral necessity presses upon 
each and all. The response of peace is found 
in the assurance of Jesus Christ that 'if we, Luke xi. 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto ^^' 



^ Archbishop Leighton (1613-1684), at page 33 of his Com- 
mentary on the First Epistle of Peter, says on this subject, 

* That still voice within persuades more than all the loud crying 

* without ; as he that is within the house, though he speak low, is 
' better heard and understood than he that shouts without 

* doors.' 

2 Interesting is the early testimony of Basil the Great (329- 
379) to the necessity of a Divine operation in the soul. In 
writing on Psalm cxv., he says, *n£<rrts oitK iv yecjfierpiKdis 
ivdyKoiSf dW ij tov irveOfiaros iu ivepyeLais iYY'-^^f^^Vy which we 
may render freely : * Faith is not produced by mathematical 

* necessity, but by the effectual operation of the Spirit.' When the 
terms of a mathematical argument are understood the conclusion 
must be accepted, the intellect has no choice. But the Christian 
argument is accepted by the reason, and yet men remain un- 
changed. ' The heart is the mirror of the truth,' says Vinet ; 
' but this mirror, badly placed, does not reflect the light until a 

* Divine hand has turned it towards the sun. The heart requires 
' to be inclined ; that in us which receives the truth, that in ns 

* which knows, believes, and loves, is not the heart such as4t 
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CHAP. II. ' our cliildren, how inncli more shall our heavenly 
' Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
^Him/ 



'is; it is the heart inclinecU and in the first instance the heart 

* hnmhled, the heart '* offering itself by hmniliation to inspira- 

* tlon," as Pascal himself expresses it.' 
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